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This number of our Magazine must be almost wholly taken up
with matters pertaining to the recent Anniversary of the Society.

We hope that it will be thoughtfully read by the numerous and pious

friends of our great object, the extension of the Protestant faith in its

true life and power.

THE ANNUAL SERMON.

The Annual Sermon in behalf of the Society was preached in the

Reformed Dutch Church on Lafayette Place, Sabbath evening, May
6th, by the Rev. Thomas De Witt, D. D. of New-York, the firm friend

and honored President of the Society. This excellent discourse was

founded on 1 Tim. iv. 0: ''If thou put the brethren in remembrance

of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nou-

rished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou

hast attained."

THE ANNUAL MEETINiJ.

The sixth Annual Meeting of the Society took place in the Broad-

way Tabernacle, May 9th, at half past ten o'clock, A. M. Notwith-

standing a violent storm of wind and rain, there was a large and res-

pectable audience, proving that the friends of the Society are not all

of the fair weather " stamp.

The Rev. Dr. De Witt, as President of the Society, took the chair.

The exercises commenced with singing the hymn beginning with the

line

—

" Exert thy power, thy rights maintain."

The Second Psalm was read by the Rev. Dr. McLeod, of the Re-

formed Presbyterian Church in New-York, who afterwards led in

prayer.
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The following abstract of the Treasurer's Keport was read by Ed-

ward Yernon, Esq. the Assistant Treasurer.

RECEIPTS.

Balance from old account, .... $2,736 29

Temporary loans, ..... . 12,530 25

Keceived for publications, 5,371 U
1,150 00

Donations of all kinds, • • • • 53,575 22

442 67

$75,805 57

EXPENDITURES.

For Missionary labor at home and abroad, $53,883 80

For Publications, 8,235 08

Publications given away, .... . 5,269 54

Salaries of Secretaries and General Agent, 5,350 00

Repairs on House, . 1,009 52

Clerk hire and Office Expenses, • 1,815 75

Balance to new account, .... 241 88

$75,805 57

The Eev. Dr. Baird, one of the Corresponding Secretaries, pre-

:
sented an abstract of the Annual Keport of the Board of Directors.

On motion of the Eev. Mr. Burdett, of Philadelphia, seconded by
':• the Rev. Mr. Searle, of Utica, it was resolved, that " the Reports, ab-

1
stracts from which have now been read, be accepted, adopted, and

committed to the Board for publication."

The following resolutions were read by Hon. Bradford E. Wood,
of Albany, N. York

:

Resolved, That the movements of the Papal hierarchy in this country,

: ae in the old, to obtain the control of popular education, and to hold, con-

trary to the spirit of our institutions, the property of the church, that it

may subjugate the laity, re-enacting here what it has long practised else-

where, and thus showing its hostility to civil and religious liberty every-

where, have justly aroused the jealousy and called forth the resistance of the

press, and of the legislatures of several of the States.

{
Resolved,—^That in the marked contrast eveiywhere presented in the

i social, moral, and political condition of Papal and of Protestant countries,
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we have a most powerful and palpable argument for the cause the Ameri-

can and Foreign Christian Union labors to promote, and one that com-

mends itself to every lover of mankind.

Resolved,—That the American and Foreign Christian Union is an

illustration of the actual unity of Evangelical Christians of all denomina-

tions, in respect to the essential doctrines and principles of the Gospel—and

also of the practicability of their harmonious and effective co-operation in

resisting the encroachments of ruinous religious errors, and of enlarging

the sphere of Gospel truth among men, without prejudice to the interests of

the bodies to which they respectively belong, as members of the family of

Christ,—and it is worthy of the esteem and should receive the counter-

nance of all Christian people.

Resolved,—That the 200 millions of the human race now under the

dominion of the " Man of Sin," in most cases destitute of the Holy Scrip-

tures, deprived of the Sabbath and of the Sanctuary in their legitimate

sense and uses
;
ignorant of the Gospel way of salvation, and resting their

hopes for eternity, not on the merits of Christ alone, but on their own
works or sufferings, intercession and supposed merits of saints and angels,

or some created beings, should excite the sympathy and draw forth the

prayers and prompt the vigorous, wise and persevering efforts of all branches

of the Church of Christ to impart to them the pure Gospel, and bring them

under its salutary power.

Resolved,—That the 3^^ millions of Romanists, now in the United States,

with 40 Bishops, 1704 Priests, 1824 so-called churches, 37 Ecclesiastical

Institutions, 21 incorporated Colleges, and 117 Female Academies,—21

weekly newspapers, devoted to their interests, conducted in the German,

French and English languages—the immigration among us, largely from

papal countries, of 460,000 inhabitants during the last year, and the receipt

of not less than a quarter of a million of dollars in the same time from Eu-

rope, to be expended in propagating Romanism in our country, is well

worthy of the most careful consideration of every American citizen, and

should lead to the study of the system, till it is undei-stood, and to vigorous

efforts to guard against its encroachments, and to enlighten and save its de-

luded victims.

Resolved,—that the various doors now open for missionary labor in Pa-

pal countries, especially in Ireland, Belgium, Fra,nce, and some parts of

Italy,—in Chili, New Grenada, Brazil, and some other parts of South

America, is an earnest appeal of Di\'ine Providence to Protestant nations to

lose no time in sending to them a supply of Evangelical teachers, and is a

strong encouragement to hope that God is preparing the way for remark-

able triumphs of his grace among those nations.

Resolved,—That the success which has attended the labors of the Ameri-
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can and Foreign Christian Union among the Roman Catholics in the United

States, and also in South America, Hayti, Canada, Ireland, Belgium, France,

and Sardinia, demonstrates the practicability of the work which the Society

has undertaken, and gives assurance of the Divine approval of the efforts

that have been put forth, and constitutes a strong argument for the Board

of Directors and friends of the Union to seek to do more during the cur-

rent year in this great cause than has been attempted in any preceding time.

Mr. Wood followed the resolutions in a very clear and forcible

speech. He said:

It did not seem to him that the word Protestantism is understood among

us as it should be understood ; as it was understood in days past, in the glori-

ous old times of John Milton. He considered that there is a necessity of

re-commencing the Reformation. If the condition of the world be as this

Society claims it is, there is as great a necessity for a reformation now as

there was in the sixteenth century. He passed to a consideration of the sys-

tem of Catholicism. By the Papal church he meant the priesthood : he did

not mean the laity. To his mind there were but two phases of religion

—

one is Liberty, and the other was Slavery ; one was represented by the Pa-

pal Church, and the other, at least in theory, by the Protestant Church.

The Papal Church was the foe of religious liberty ; they could not co-exist.

The Stuarts of England understood that
; Napoleon the Great and Napoleon

the Little understood it. He knew that Archbishop Hughes contended that

it was adapted to a republic ; but the prosperity of the country was owing

to the prevalence of Protestantism, not of Papacy, The passage of the

;
church tenure bill in New-York was just as significant as the expulsion of

the Jesuits from Catholic Spain and New Grenada. Three years ago an ap-

plication was made to the legislature to vest church property in the priest;

I

and now the church tenure bill was passed, they had gone for wool and

come home shorn. All the liberty that they enjoyed they owed to Protest^

antism. His idea of Protestantism was not a limited one. Protestantism

was that which gave liberty, which made men free. The Society of the

Propaganda reported not long since that a certain tribe of Indians were

very pious and very drunken. He meant no such piety as that. The over-

whelming pressure of Catholics made men sceptics or devotees. The greater

1
portion of those who demanded for themselves unbounded license in morals^

of those who demanded, as a portion of their liberty, the desecration of the

Sabbath, and who were now in arms to resist a law to prevent pauperism

and crime—the great mass of them had been educated in papal countries.

Had it not been for the Puritanism of our fathers we would have been just

Lwhat
South America, just what Mexico, was now. The French Revolution,

contrasted with the American Revolution, in its course and results, showed
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the difference between Popery and Protestantism. It seemed to him that a

European convulsion must soon take place. Wealth was in the hands of

the few ; the people were poor. He supposed that the reason why the great

reformation paused was that it was not true to its instincts. The continu-

ation of the reformation must be entirely tolerant. He did not belong to

the American party ; he had never belonged to any secret society in his life.

He would give to every sect the most complete tolerance, and would defend

the rights of the Catholic as soon as the rights of the Protestant. But this

he would say, that if the Catholic Church should be in any way prejudiced

they might thank themselves for it ; they owe it to a portion of their elegant

and laborious priesthood. It was high time that the Church should be pro-

gressive and not proscriptive. He would have her tolerant even to the in-

tolerant. No man hated a war of races more than he did. No man sym-

pathised more deeply with the republics in Europe than himself ; but he

would say to them, that if they would be successful in the revolution which

he trusted must come, in that great battle of the Lord God Almighty which

sooner or later must be fought, and fought out ; if there was any exile there

he would say to him that he must lay the foundation on something other

than the worn-out moralities of the Church of which he had been speak-

ing ; and the men who fought those battles must be such men as fought the

battles of the Commonwealth of England—-just such men as fought the bat-

tles of our Revolution. Let them throw away the throne, let them throw

away the nobility if they pleased ; but let them not throw away their God

!

The Assembly united in singing the verses beginning

:

" Rise, gracious God, and shine."

The President, after explaining the reasons for the absence of the

Eev. Mr. Kirk of Boston, and of Rev. Mr. "Willets of Philadelphia,

who had been announced, with their consent, as speakers on this oc-

casion, introduced to the audience the Rev. Dr. Black, of the Reform-

ed Presbyterian Church, Alleghany City, Pa. He dwelt upon the

difference between Protestant and Papal countries, drawing from the

contrast a strong argument in favor of the superior social and moral

influence of Protestantism. He said

:

There is a difference between Roman and Protestant countries. "We are

in the enjoyment of personal and social rights—of every kind of liberty

that men need to make them happy. This difference is not tlie result of the

lack of religious teachers in the form^, for there are more professed teach-

ers in the city of .Rome than in all the cities of this Union. Nor is it the

result of a want of respect for the Bible ; Rome respects that so much that

it must only be used by consecrated hands. The difference consists in the
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right to think and speak according to the convictions of the conscience in

view of our responsibilities to God, and under the restraints of and in ac-

cordance with the teachings of the Bible . A liberty to think and speak

without such limitation is licentiousness. This cherished liberty is the se-

cret of the marvellous prosperity of our country. Civil liberty was planted

here by the Puritans of England and the "Whigs of Scotland. They came

here because they were debarred the right to think and speak as their con-

sciences dictated and the Bible allowed.

This Society proposes to bring all Papal countries under the influences

of the Bible, and in that way to give them the liberty enjoyed in this coun-

try. The Church of Rome never has and does not now allow the enjoyment

of 'such right. Though she permits, to a certain extent, the Bible to be read,

yet it is with such interpretations as she alone chooses to make.

The germ of civil liberty seems to consist in deliverance from hierarchies,

and kings, &c. the world over. God gave kings to men in his wrath, and

all the kingly authority of the Old Testament terminated in the Lord Jesus

Christ. All kingly authority since Plis day is a usurpation of His power,

republicanism is jure divino, the form by which God would govern the world,

and this is verified in our own country.

The Eev. Mr. Tyng, of the Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, made a very

chaste and elegant address, abounding in noble and generous sentiments. He
spoke of the mode and means of progress of Catholicism toward supremacy

in the Republic. He had no doubt that Catholics were now sincere in their

protestations of preference for our present form of government. They were,

however, subject to a power greater than that of bayonets—the slavery of

the soul, which laid its chains equally upon the intellect and the religious

affections. The very essence of Romanism was the giving up of a man's in-

dividuality. What was true, was the dogma of the priesthood ; what was

right, the command of the priest. Whatever the Pope declares must be

done under penalty of eternal condemnation. The ties of family, the strong-

est of the human heart, yielded to this all-controling power. Roman Cath-

olics might love our free institutions, but if commanded to vote for changing

the constitution of the land, they would obey if they were Roman Catholics.

There was truth in the Romish Church, as there was life in a leek found by

Sir Gardiner Wilkinson in the hand of a mummy : this leek was planted and

germinated under the skies of England. So in the Romish Church there

was a germ of truth, but it needed the influence of Protestantism to bring

it forth into living action.

The Rev. ]Mr. Leo, one of the Missionaries of the Union, was then in-

troduced and read the fourth resolution. The first thought suggested, he

said, was that these 200,000,000 had 200,000,000 souls destined for eternal
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life or eternal death. From the day that, by the blessing of God, he was

induced to abandon the errors of the Papal Church, it had been his constant

desire to do something toward the extension of the same blessing to these

I

200,000,000. The Catholics pointed with exultation to Catholic bookstores,

and answered the reproaches of Protestants by declaring that Catholics were

permitted to read the Bible. But of what use was it to read, when they

could not put an interpretation on it different from that established by the

Church under pain of incurring the anathema maranatha? He then gave

some account of his mission among the Roman Catholics. In one instance

the priest sent two Roman Catholics to break up his meeting, and when they

went to him next morning to report, they said, "Why, your riverence, we
niver knew till we got there that Mr. Leo was an Irishman, and its proud of

him we are." In Rhode Island, where he had been laboring lately, the Ca-

;

tholic population were groudng less dependent on the priests. A young

;
Irishman of his acquaintance, when about to get married, went to the priest

: to make the arrangements. The priest, knowing that the bride had consid-

erable money, told him that he should charge $25 for performing the cere-

mony. The young man said, " I think it altogether too much, your river-

ence.'* " Then I shan't marry you." " Then I shall go and get somebody

else to do it." " Then I will excommunicate you." " Then I will go to ano-

ther church." " Then you shan't have the girl.'* " Perhaps I can get ano-

ther." "A\Tiat! what! do you dare meet me ?" "I'troth, your riverence,

ril tell you what I've been thinking of lately. I've been thinking that

the churches and the girls are pretty much alike." " What do you mean 1"

" Why, because, you know, if one won't have you, another will." Mr. Leo

closed his earnest and effective remarks with a warm appeal in behalf of

faithful efforts to save the souls from which Popery is shutting off the light

of the GospeL

The President then announced the resignation of the office of Fo-

:

reign Secretary by the Rev. Dr. Baird, paying fit and honorable tri-

bute to his zeal and industry. The Rev. Dr. Fairchild read the fol-

lowing preamble and resolutions, adopted by the Board of Directors

April 12th

:

;

Whereas, The Rev. Dr. Baird has labored for more than twenty years

with distinguished success in advancing the interests of the Protestant reli-

gion, both in Europe and America, first in originating and sustaining the

Foreign Evangelical Society—and for the last six years as one of the Cor-

responding Secretaries of the American and Foreign Christian Union ; and

Whereas, He has felt it his duty to retire from this connection, notwith-

standing our earnest desire that he would continue therein, and devote to

it his eminent qualifications. Therefore,
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Resolvedy 1st, That this Board most reluctantly parts with his invaluable

assistance, and that cherishing a deep sense of his past usefulness in our great

work, we thankfully acknowledge the good providence of God in raising up

so able an instrument of his gracious purposes.

Resolved, 2d, That in his retirement Dr. Baird carries with him our

highest esteem for the ability, courtesy and zeal which have marked his of-

ficial course ; and our best wishes for his success and happiness in any field

of duty where he may be called to serve our common Master.

Resolved, 3d, That he be requested to accept the office and hold the re-

lation to the Society of a Vice-President, and that his name be thus entered

upon its records.

Xhe Rev. Dr. Baird arose and said that twenty years ago some gentle-

men formed a little association, and sent him to France to ascertain what

could be done by American churches to aid the Protestants in France, and

gave an account of his subsequent movements. Twenty years ago it was

almost impossible to direct the attention of Protestant churches to Roman-

ism. But the state of things now is very different. They not only employed

sixty-five missionai'ies in Papal countries, but other denominations were pur-

suing parallel courses. There was a very different state of things among

the Protestant churches in Europe from that which obtained twenty years

ago. In Germany and in Sweden, as well as in England, there was a gene-

ral movement against the union of church and state. He then detailed what

the king of Sweden told him he would like to do for toleration, but could

not, because he was not an absolute monarch. He considered that within

twenty years a great advance had been made by the Protestant, as well as

the Catholic, nations of Europe toward religious toleration. In conclusion,

he hoped God would bless the Society and enlarge it, and all kindred associ-

ations in this and other lands, that these efforts might be carried on in the

spirit of love and kindness, and be crowned with abundant success.

The series of resolutions read by Hon. Mr. Wood was then adopt-

ed, without a dissenting voice.

The audience, after unitiog in singing the hymn beginnings

" Wlio but thou, Almighty Spirit,"

was dismissed with the Benediction by the Rev. Dr. WyckofP, of the

Reformed Dutch Church, Albany, IST. York.

The Society was then called together, and after passing votes of

thanks to the Rev. Dr. De Witt for his sermon on the previous Sab-

bath, also to the several speakers, and to those who had assisted in

conductmg the singing at the annual meeting, proceeded to the elec-
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tion of officers for the ensuing year. The list will be found in ano-

I

ther place.

\ It was then ordered, that the first meeting of the Board of Direc-

I
tors be held on Thursday, the 17th inst. Whereupon the Society ad-

journed to meet on the second Tuesday in May, 1856.

SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT.

In meeting the friends and supporters of the American and Fo-

reign Christian Union on this sixth anniversary of its formation, the

Board of Directors feel it to be their duty to speak, at the commence-

ment of the Eeport which they are required to submit, of the chas-

tening of the Lord which the Society has been called to sustain

daring the last year.

Doctor Thomas Hogan, who had held the office of a Director of

the Society from its organization, died on the 24th of February last.

For many years before its organization he had been deeply interested

in the objects which the Society seeks to elfect, and co-operated with

the officers of the American Protestant Society, and with committees

previously existing, and out of which it grew. In the discharge of

the duties of his place he was faithfal. He rarely failed to attend

the meetings of the Board, or of the Committees of which he was

a member. And by his labors and sacrifices, and the sufferings he

endured for the cause, he endeared himself to his brethren in office.

But his work on earth was accomplished, and he was called to his re-

ward. The Board are deeply sensible of his worth, and of their loss
;

but they are comforted by the consideration that he has entered into

the "rest which remaineth to the people of God."

On the 5th of March last Mr. Christopher Hart died at Boston,

Mass. For nearly five years previously he had labored as a mission-

ary among the Irish Romanists in that city and vicinity, under the

patronage of the Society. He possessed good natural ability, and

a remarkable knowledge of the Scriptures. He was a zealous and

faithful laborer. He comprehended very fully the Romish system

of religion, and the arguments by which its pretensions are urged,

and had a happy faculty of exposing their fallacy, and of commend-
ing the truths of the Gospel to the consideration of his countrymen,

who had been enslaved by the "Man of Sin." His death is a great
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loss to the cause in that portion of the field where his lot was cast.

It was, however, the death of a good man, full of the hope of a blessed

immortality ; and therefore, although afflictive to survivors in some of

its relations, carries with it counterbalancing consolations.

In these deaths, which they have now been called to record, the

Board would be reminded of their own mortality, of the need of

prayer to "the Lord of the harvest" that he would raise up other

laborers ; and they would hear anew the divine admonition, " What-

soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no

work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither

thou goest." (Eccl. ix, 10.)

It is with much satisfaction that the Board are enabled to report,

that, so far as is knoAvn to them, no other instance of death has oc-

curred among the missionaries, or officers of the Society, in any part

of the country. They have all been preserved, and are this day

at their respective posts prosecuting their duties; though by the

sickness that prevailed extensively through the land, and in the

places of their habitation, during a portion of the year, vast numbers

were carried to the grave.

The receipts of the Society for the year ending April 1st, were

$63,867 28, and the expenditures were $66,361 69. The Board have

to regret that the former were not equal to those of the preceding year.

The great financial embarrassments of the country were the causes of

this falling off in the means of the Society—a misfortune which has

been, however, no way peculiar to this Society. Indeed, it has suffer-

ed less, it is believed, than several of the other and longer established

religious and benevolent organizations. The Board would also signa-

lize the fact, as an interesting and encouraging one, that the deficiency

is less in the receipts from the usual donations and annual contribu-

tions, on the part of the churches, than from legacies. Last year the

amount received from the latter source was only $1,150 ; whilst the in-

come from that quarter was $16,298 35 in the fifth year of the Socie-

ty's existence. The Board record, with gratitude to the Head of the

church, that they receive intelligence from time to time that the So-

ciety is kindly remembered by its friends, when, in view of death,

they come to the disposal of their worldly substance. One or two

instances of this have recently occurred, which have greatly encou-

raged, and will in due time greatly aid them, in the good work in

which they are engaged.

It is proper to say that the above statement of the receipts of the
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Society for tlie last year does not include the collections of the Rev.

Dr. Heather, of Ireland, the object of whose visit was warmly com-

mended to the Churches by the Board, and whose proceedings, they

are happy to say, have been in entire harmony with their desires and

plans. His collections, up to the middle of April, exceeded $9000.

For a fall account of Dr. Heather's collections, the reader is referred

to the Treasurer's Report.

In passing to other and still preliminary subjects, the Board beg

leave to call the attention of the Society to several movements, all

having a most important bearing on the work in which they are

engaged.

I. Let us look at the measures which Rome is pursuing—as indi-

cative of her policy, her hopes, her resources, and also of her steady

and sure decline and final overthrow.

On the one hand, Rome is rousing herself up to the work of

spreading her influence and her religion throughout the world. But

it is worthy of remark that she directs her main efforts to the re-

covery of ground that was lost by those two grand "disruptions"

which ought to have broken up forever her dream of universal do-

minion—we mean the Grand Schism in the IXth century, and the

Great Reformation in the XVIth, the results of which two move-

ments, so far as our day is concerned, are that one hundred and fifty

millions of people in Christendom refuse to recognize the claims of

the Bishops of Rome! To the East and to the West she looks with

longing eyes, and outstretched arms, as if she would receive to her

bosom these millions of what she calls " schismatical " and "hereti-

cal " children ! Although she is certainly not entirely idle, in regard

to the pagan-world, it is believed that she scarcely does more than

maintain the ground which she got possession of, two and three cen-

turies ago, in India, in China, in the Indian Archipelago, and in

Oceanica; whilst it is certain that her "missions" among the Abo-
rigenes of North America (and it is probable that the same thing is

true of South America) have in many places almost disappeared. It

is not to the conversion of pagans, nor Mohammedans, that Rome
bends her greatest energies in these days, but to those who, though

they bear the Christian name, are not of her fold. She is intent upon

gaining over England and these United States, the bulwarks of Pro-

testantism ; and on both she bestows much of her attention and her

efforts. But whilst she thus looks chiefly after the " Heretical " na-

tions which lie westward from the " City on the Seven Hills," she ia
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far from being indifferent to the " Schismatics " in the East. She is

much interested in the present war in that direction. Indeed, to please

her was, we have reason to believe, one of the great motives which

led the Emperor of France to enter into the contest—of France, which

has for eleven centuries been the patron and champion of the Popes.

The circular-letters, or mandates, of some of the Boman Catholic Arch-

bishops of France and Germany, and even of the Bishop of Quebec,

as well as the editorials and correspondence of some of the Eoman
Catholic journals of Germany, France, Italy, and Canada, have openly

spoken in favor of the war, as a Holy war ; as a war against a Schis-

matical nation, (the Eussians,) and from whose results much is to be

hoped for the spread of the Faith of Kome among the "Schismatic

Greeks," and other Christian sects in the Turkish Empire, amounting

in all to not less than fifteen or sixteen millions! In 'the indulgence

of this hope, Eome counts much on the foothold she has among the

Slavonic portion of the population of Hungary and Western Kussia.

Nor is she at all displeased at seeing Protestant England helping

France in this great enterprize, at the expense of the influence which

that country long had in Russia, and Protestantism through her.

On the other hand, whilst Rome is indulging dreams of conquest

in the directions which we have indicated, it is amazing to see how
\

she seems to take pains to fill up the measure of her impieties, her \

idolatries, and her blasphemies. It is but a few years since she \

canonized Alphonsus Liguori, who has done more by his writings to >

overthrow the very foundations of virtue in the minds of men that \

profess the Romish faith than any other writer that has ever lived I \

And within a few months a great assembly of Bishops and other \

ecclesiastics was convoked at Eome to assist at the proclaiming to the \

world that his Holiness had authoritatively settled—not by procuring \

the determination of a Council, or the concurrence of the judgment >

of a Council with. his own, but by his own individual decision—of \

the dogma of the immaculate conception of the blessed Mother, not s

of God, as they impiously call her, but of our Lord's human nature.
|

Although the ridiculous comedy has certainly been performed, yet i

it is difiicult to realize it. One is ready to ask, "Where are we? In \

the nineteenth century ? or in one of those ages of darkness when \

the miserable superstitions of Paganism crept into the Church and
|

nestled there." What a burlesque upon Christianity, to see him who \

claims to be " Christ's Yicar " on earth, convening at Rome some nine \

or ten scores of Bishops from all parts of Papal Christendom, and
|
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i among tliem several from the United States, to hear him pronounce

1; authoritatively that the dogma of the immaculate conception of the

;: Virgin Mary is to be received henceforth by the "faithful as a cardi-

nal article of their creed!

; And as if the absurdity of the whole proceeding was not enough,

I

the reasons for it which have been assigned by the Pope and his de-

ll
fenders—even by his advocates in our own "enlightened" coun-

!; try, as it is vauntingly called—are as puerile as they are impious.

;: The "authoritative" settlement of this dogma was to "put an end to

;|
wars," "banish all plagues and other deadly evils," "annihilate all

i:

heresies," and do many other things of like nature. In a word,

;: it was to make this world almost a paradise ! If we could think that

;|
Pius IX, and the gentlemen whom he called together, last autumn,

1:
from far and near, truly believed that such would be the results of

:i this "authoritative pronunciation" of a doctrine, which, if true and

; important to be known, would have been settled by the Word of

;

God, we might deem them to be proper objects of pity, instead of

the contempt which the}'' merit, and which they have received not

: only from the Protestant world, but even from many enlightened

people of their own fold.

;| What other conclusion, it may well be asked, can we draw from

I

these astounding acts of Rome than that her infatuation, her demen-

:< tation, is very nearly complete, and that her days are nearly num-

bered! Everything announces that the reign of the "Grand Defec-

;
tion " in the West, and of the "Grand Imposture" in the East, of the

\\ "Antichrist of Eome," and the "Antichrist of Mecca," of the "Scar-

let Woman of the Seven Hills," and the "False Prophet of Arabia,"

;
is drawing very near to an end!

!; II. Let us now turn from Eome's movements to some others

< which are far from being favorable to her interests, and which she

i contemplates with anything else than satisfaction.

I

And first of all, let us look at those which are occurring in her

I
own proper domain. We begin with foreign lands.

I

It is interesting to see that whilst Rome is still able to hold the

> rulers of most of the countries in the Old World, in which her faith

l; is dominant—though to no greater degree to-day than she did years

;! ago, and indeed not as much so,—^there is one country, the kingdom
; of Sardinia, comprising the north-western part of Italy, which is

;

every day becoming more and more alienated from the domination

: of Rome. What is going on in that beautiful country, is a fine com-
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mentary on the speech in Congress of an Honorable member from

Pennsylvania, in which he maintained that the Pope has neither

claimed nor exercised political influence or action in any country,

save his own little kingdom. For several years, on the contrary, the

government of Sardinia has been called at every step to encounter re-

monstrances, intrigues, and other forms of opposition, at the hands of

the Hierarchy of Rome. But that government had gone steadily on

in its work of political and social reform, until it has placed itself in

the foremost rank of enlightened and free nations in Europe. Com-

pelled to strip the Romish Church of the vast landed property which

she had accumulated during ages of superstition, it has recently re-

solved to suppress the greater part of the monastic institutions. The

very first step in this movement drew upon the government a grave

''admonition," and even threat from the Pope; and now that this

measure has been resolved upon, we may soon expect a Bull of

excommunication, unless the prudence of his Holiness proves to be

greater than his courage.

In Spain things are in a remarkable state. And although we can-

not expect that the Cortes will have the courage, because thej^ have

not the enlightenment, to incorporate the principle of Religious Li-

berty, or even Toleration, in the Constitution they are engaged in

making ; it is certainly hopeful that so large a minority of that body

have shown that they have right views on this subject. This is some-

thing, and leads us to hope for better days for Spain. Nor are they

so remote as many suppose. Certainly they are advancing, slowly it

may be, but surel}^

In South America, Brazil holds on well in her liberal career, and

so do the States in the Yalley of the La Plata. In New Grrenada,

the liberal party have triumphed over Mello and the Jesuits, and

over their Constitution. That country is therefore again open to the

Truth. Nor is Venezuela much less so. Peru is evidently becoming

prepared for liberal measures on the subject of religious liberty. A
distinguished priest has written and published a very able work on

the errors and abuses of the Roman Catholic Church and its intole-

rance; and yet he has not been molested. He resides, we believe, in

Lima. Some of the states of Central America are advancing in li-

beral sentiment, as regards religious liberty. But we see no signs

of promise in Mexico, unless it be in the fact that she is sinking so

deep in debt that the day is probably not very far off when the go-

vernment will be compelled to confiscate the enormous property of
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the churcli to pay the debts of theState, and curb the overwhelming

power of the Hierarchy of Kome.

If we look at our own country we shall find some things which

are well calculated to encourage :

—

1. The people have very extensively been aroused to the dangers

which are to be apprehended from the influence of the overwhelming

immigration which has been setting into this country during the last

few years. They have become justly alarmed at the boldness, the

audacity even, of Infidelity on the one hand, and Romanism on the

other, both in a great degree of foreign origin. And although there

is, perhaps, some danger lest in certain quarters the feeling which has

been excited may degenerate into hostility to foreigners, as such—

a

danger which all good men must guard against, and indeed from

which our institutions are wonderfully adapted to save us—^yet it can-

not be denied that the demagogues of all parties who have been so

basely engaged in courting the foreign population, and especially the

Roman Catholic portion of it, have been justly and severely rebuked.

It is to be hoped that if our present naturalization laws are sufficient,

they will be henceforth better enforced ; and that if they are not suf-

ficient, they will be made so, without delay.

But the domain of this Society is moral and religious, not politi-

cal. Its doctrine has ever been that the foreigner who comes to our

shores, whether he be Romanist or Protestant, Christian or Jew, be-

liever or infidel, should be treated with kindness, and allowed to live

among us in peace. We should remember that we ourselves, or our

fathers, were once strangers in this land, and knowing this, we ought

also to " know the heart of a stranger." On the other hand, it be-

comes the duty of those who come among us, even for the purpose

of sojourning, to heed the Divine command to seek the peace of the

land to which in the providence of God they have been brought, for

in its " peace they shall have peace." Jer, xix. 7.

2. It is an encouraging fact that in some States a disposition has

been manifested to inquire into the monastic institutions which exist

in the midst of us. Certainly something of this sort is called for.

If our legislatures allow convents and nunneries to be established

among us, with their high walls and avowed seclusion from the so-

ciety by which they are surrounded, it is certainly proper that they

should know what sort of discipline exists in them, and to what ex-

tent the liberty of the inmates is restrained. It is wholly contrary to

the genius of our institutions and laws to allow any members of such

i
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establishments to be kept there contrary to their will,—certainly not,

if they have attained their majority. It is not allowable to parents

to compel their children to remain under the parental roof and within

the parental walls, if they have reached the epoch in their lives at

which the law pronounces them to be of age. But it stands to rea-

son that it is absurd to visit what are manifestly and avowedly schools^

whether day schools or boarding schools, and not monasteries or nun-

neries, or other secluded establishments.

3. Nor can we forbear to notice the spirit of independence which

is returning to the Roman Catholic congregations in some places in

our country. Not to speak of the Church of St. Louis at Buffalo,

which has for years attracted the attention of the Christian public,

what has occurred at Hartford, Savannah, and some other places, il-

lustrates that spirit. It is to be hoped that it will spread, until the

next " National Council " of the Fathers of the Roman Catholic

Church in this country will be compelled to abrogate the canons of

that which met in Baltimore in 1849, and allow the " congregations"

to hold their church property by trustees, as other religious societies

among us do, and as the laws require all to do.

4. But the most important movement which has taken place in

our country daring the last year, so far as Rome is concerned, has

been that which relates to the holding of " Church Property." On
tliis question, which we do not hesitate to pronounce the most impor-

tant question that has ever come before our legislatures, the public

sentiment is at length beginning to be enlightened and aroused. For

years this Society has labored by the voice of its Secretaries and

Agents, through the pages of its Periodical, and its Annual Reports,

as well as through other channels, to call the attention of our fellow-

citizens to it. The passage of the " Church Tenure BilV^ by the Legis-

lature of the State of New-York, and by such overwhelming majori-

ties in both Houses, after the able advocacy of Senators Putnam,

Whitney, Brooks and others, is full of encouragement.

A similar law has passed the legislature of Michigan, The sub-

ject has been before the legislature of Pennsylvania—the only State

perhaps in the Union which had, uuAvittingly as is believed, passed a

law which gave to three Roman Catholic Bishops of that common-
wealth all the power which the Council of Baltimore had resolved

to put all Bishops in possession of, in regard to Church property.

It is believed that the laws of Delaware and Virginia are all that could

be desired, so far as this subject is concerned. What is needed, what
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is absolutely necessary, if we would protect the people in their rights

and save our country, is that every congregation, without exception,

should hold all its Church property by a board of trustees—three or

more in number, of which no priest, bishop, or other ecclesiastic, shall

be a member,—and that they be required to give account frequently

of the use which they make of it, and of its proceeds. In this way
the most of the Roman Cathohc congregations in this land held their

Church property, until the present Archbishop of New-York appear-

ed on the stage. Bishop England, of Charleston, complained in his

correspondence with the Society of the Propaganda, more than twen-

ty-five years ago, that this " trustee system " was one of the greatest ob-

stacles in the way of the Eomnn Catholic Church in this country

;

but Archbishop Hughes and the Council of Baltimore have found a

way round it—^not by asking for the charters or titles of the Churches

;

actually existing—not at all—but only by deciding not to send a

priest to a church that does not place its title deeds in the hands of its

Bishop, and so leave the people without the ordinary means of religion.

This is tantamount to excommunicating a Churcli ! The new law of the

State of New-York is a stringent one, and requires confiscation of the

property unless its provisions be complied with. It remains to be

seen how Rome will get round this law. It is cheering to see that

so many thousands of Roman Catholics, especially from among

:

the Germans, both in this State and in Pennsylvania, have been so

< decided and earnest in demanding the passage of such a law.

I It was high time, indeed, that an effort should be made to arrest

> the secret but cunningly-devised measures of Rome for getting a vast

I

amount of property into the hands of her bishojDS in this land, and

j
which may be employed in a way that would bid defiance to popular

scrutiny. Property is equivalent to money, and money is power of

( the most dangerous nature in the hands of demagogues and ambitious

^ ecclesiastics. The history of all lands where the Church, whether

Roman Catholic, Greek, or Protestant, has been allowed to acquire

and employ as it pleased vast wealth, abundantly proves this position.

The countries which became Protestant in the 16th century,.—Sweden,

Denmark, Scotland, England, Holland, portions of Germany and
Switzerland,—were compelled to confiscate the overwhelming wealth

which Rome had acquired in the process of ages, amounting in

some cases to a . third-part of all the lands worth owning. France,

Austria, and Spain, still papal countries, have done what partook of

the same nature. And now Sardinia is compelled to take the same
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course. And will the people of these United States, with the bloody

pages of history before them, allow Rome to carry out her cunningly

devised plans here, and in doing so work the overthrow of our liber-

ties, civil and religious ? We trust not.

Having discussed these general topics, we now proceed to report

the operations of the Society in the Home Field during the last

year.

HOME EIELB.
During the year just closed the attention of the Board has been

given with unabated interest to various forms of service belonging

to the Home Field. The labor they have performed, and the care

they have exercised, have been followed, as usual in all moral en-

terprises, with various results as related, to individual cases, but in the

aggregate with very encouraging success. No previous year of the

Society's history has been marked with events so adapted to cut off

the supplies of the treasury, and thus to embarrass and diminish its

power of usefulness, and yet none has witnessed such advancement

and just appreciation, in all parts of the country, of Protestant senti-

ments ; such general investigation of the doctrines, claims, and ten-

dencies of Romanism, and such activity in guarding against their

corrupting and ruinous power. The people of the land have heard

the warning voice which for a few years past has been lifted up by

the watchmen who hare been called to the duty of sentinels, in this

regard : and having been convinced by many palpable and imposing

facts of the exceedingly wicked, deceptive, and dangerous character

of Popery, have taken hold of the subject in ways by no means flat-

tering to the prospects of its leaders and friends, or to its further pro-

gress in the undisturbed and peculiarly favored manner which has

hitherto distinguished it. In this general waking up of the American

people to the claims of Evangelical truth, and to appropriate efforts

to guard against the movements of Rome, to save themselves, their

children, and all others from its power, the Board do devoutly re-

joice, and they cannot repress, nor do they desire to disguise the

emotions of thankfulness to God which they feel in connection with

it. As they contemplate it, in relation to the past, their feelings seek

utterance in the exclamation, " What hath God wrought !" Numb.
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xxiii. 22. " This is the Lord's doing
; it is marvellous in our eyes."

Psalm cxviii. 23. The Lord hath done great things for us, whereot

we are eiad." Psalm cxxvi. 3.

ADVERSE EVENTS.
Before proceeding more directly to the statement of their labors

and some of their visible results, the Board regard it as appropri-

ate to refer to a series of events which spread their influence over

almost every part of the country during a large portion of the year,

and which have borne with great weight, and adversely, upon every

branch of the Society's interests. They refer to the cholera, the

drought, and the commercial perplexity which begun their career in

the month of July last, and followed each other in disastrous proces-

sion. Rarely in the history of the nation has the usual order of

things been so suddenly and so much disturbed, and so much embar-

rassment and distress endured, in so brief a period, as within the last

year, by the several causes named. In these circumstances the Board

deemed it proper to proceed with caution in executing the projected

plan of operations which with great care had been devised at the

commencement of the year, and which in ordinary times, it is believed,

would have been entirely feasible. Regarding it as due to all con-

cerned, to avoid incurring a debt beyond the means of payment

afforded them, they modified their plan and omitted some things they

had designed, and discontinued in the fall and winter some of the

service upon which they had previously entered. They are happy,

however, to report that the retrenchment of service has been less

than it was at one time anticipated as about to be urged upon them,

and the support which the cause has received has been better than

its friends had ventured to hope. And thus they derive the pleasant

assurance that the Society and its objects have continued to gain upon
the confidence and sympath}^ of the American churches, and of the

public in general.

RESIGNATION OF REV. DR. BAIRD.

There is one more event, however, to which they must advert be-

fore they proceed in their narrative, and to which they turn with the

feelings of sincere regret. They refer to the closing of his official re-

lations to and service in behalf of the Society, of the Rev. Dr. Baird,

the Secretary for the Foreign Department. He has long been engaged

in the work to which the Society is consecrated, and the Board had
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hoped to have long enjoyed the benefit of his experience, his counsel,

and his distinguished ability. But he deems it his duty to de-

vote his attention and labors to another department of service, and

the Board therefore are constrained^ though reluctantly, to consent.

His official relation to the Society as Secretary will terminate this

day ; but the Board are happy to assure their patrons and friends that

the connection will not wholly cease.

The following document adopted by the Board at their meeting

on the 12th ult. will show this connection, as well as their views and

feelings touching this sundering of the relation which has so long and

so happily existed, viz:

—

Whereas, The Eev. Dr. Baird has labored for more than twenty years

with distinofuished success in advaneino; the interests of the Protestant reli-

gion, both in Europe and America, first in originating and sustaining the

Foreign Evangehcal Society—and for the last six years as one of the Conges-

ponding Secretaries of the American and Foreign Christian Union ; and

WhereaSf He has felt it his duty to retire from this connection, notwith-

standing our earnest desire that he would continue therein, and devote to

it his eminent qualifications. Therefore,

Hesolved, 1st. That this Board most reluctantly parts with his invaluable

assistance, and that cherishing a deep sense of his past usefulness in our great

work, we thankfully acknowledge the good providence of God in raising up

so able an instrument of his gracious purposes.

Resolved, 2nd. That in his retirement Dr. Baird carries with him our

highest esteem, for the ability, courtesy, and zeal, v/hich have marked his

official course ; and our best wishes for his success and happiness in any field

of duty where he may be called to serve our common Master.

Resolved, 3d. That he be requested to accept the office and hold the re-

lation to the Society of a Vice-President, and that his name be thus entered

upon its records.

Attention is now invited to the

PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT.

As usual, the Board have continued to publish monthly, during

the year, the Magazine entitled the American and Foreign Christian

Union. It is an octavo of 48 pages, printed with good type, and on

fine white paper, and at the close of the year makes a volume of 576

pages, comprising the operations of tlie Society, historical, statistical,

missionary, and other intelligence of great importance in reference to
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the subject of Eomanism. It is farnislied to subscribers at $1 a year

in advance. Some additions have been made to the list of subscribers

within the year just closed, and its extensive circulation has done its

share, it is believed, in giving proper views to the public of the Ro-

mish system, and of the manner in which it, and Romanists, should

be dealt with. "While it has showed the anti-scriptural, oppressive and

ruinous nature of the system in all its relations, it has urged, in the

treatment of persons who are under its dominion, no other measures

than those which the Grospel warrants, and those only in the spirit of

kindness and of love.

It is not published as a source of revenue to the treasury, but

rather to diffuse information, and to enlist the pubhc in the great

work in which the Society is engaged. Many copies have therefore

been distributed every month gratuitously, besides those which are

furnished to Life Members and Life Directors.

Hitherto the non-observance of the rule in regard to payment in

advance^ on the part of subscribers, has occasionally induced embar-

rassment. Owing to the rise of the price of paper, printing, and other

labor, it must now induce more, if the Magazine is continued at its

present price and size. To continue these, it will be necessary to ad-

here strictly to the rule of payment in advance, and after the close

of the present volume it will not be sent to those v^ho are in arrears,

nor continued longer than the period for which it is paid. The Board

cannot but believe that this measure will approve itself to the judg-

ment of all the friends of the Society, and they will hope that each

one in his place will retain and pay for the work, and also do what

he can to increase its circulation.

Through the first three quarters of the year the Board continued

to publish monthly the Missionary Intelligencer^ and the Mission Blatt.

The former was published in English, and the latter in Grerman.

Both were small sheets, devoted to the interests of the Society. Their

circulation was chiefly gratuitous from the beginning, and in their

spheres they accomplished a good work. But the multiplication

within a few past years of Evangelical newspapers at low prices, and
conveying much information respecting the movements of Rome,
greatly diminished the importance of continuing these publications,

and suggested the propriety of their discontinuance, and the direction

of the funds requisite for their support to objects of equal importance

to the common cause, but less attended to by others. They were

therefore discontinued in December last. The gratuitous distribution
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of these papers in different parts of the country amounted to 9,000

copies among the Germans, and 27,000 copies among the American

churches.

Of the Fifth and last Annual Eeport, an octavo pamphlet of 89

pages, there was pubhshed an edition of 6,000 copies. These were

distributed among the Life Members and Life Directors and friends

of the Society in this country and in Europe. By this distribution

some of them went into the hands of magistrates, judges, and legis-

lators—others were sent to various ecclesiastical bodies, to ofiicers of

colleges, and of theological seminaries, to Christian Associations, and

to persons in almost all ranks of life. The distribution has been gra-

tuitous, and has subserved the interests of the cause in many ways.

During the year the Board have distributed somewhat extensively,

and it is believed very advantageously to the interests of religious

libert}', and C'f our country generally, several important documents

which were printed by others. These were the Speech of the Hon.

Lewis Cass on the subject of the religious rights of American citizens,

residing or traveling in foreign countries, delivered in the Senate of

the L^nited States on the 13th of May last—the Speech of the Hon.

Mr. Brofferrio on the subject of the suppression of Monasteries and

Nunneries in Sardinia, delivered in the National Parliament on the

10th day of January last—the Speech of the Hon. J. O. Putnam, on

the " Church property question," delivered in the Senate of the State

of New-York on the 30th of January last—and a pamphlet of 32

pages, octavo, on the subject of " The imminent dangers to the Free

Institutions of the L^nited States through Foreign immigration, and

the present state of the Naturalization laws
;
by an American."

These productions were timely. They were called forth by ur-

gent circumstances. And from their decided ability, the importance

of the matter to which they relate, and the respectability of the

sources whence they emanated, they have received great considera-

tion, and exerted a wide spread and salutary influence. They have

done much in aid of our efforts to arouse the public mind, to lead the

people to think about and to study the system of Eomanism, and

also to inaugTirate a new state of things in almost every quarter of

the nation, in respect to the appreciation of American and Protestant

institutions, the result in this land, under God, of the wisdom, toil,

treasure and blood of our forefathers, and of the duty of American
citizens, patriots and Christians, to maintain them, against the efforts

of unprincipled political demagogues, or of an ambitious hostile hie-
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rarcliy of foreign birth and sympathies,—or of any other foes. The

prospect is now full of hope, that Protestant principles, and the free

and valuable institutions that have sprung from them, and which from

some cause in late years were manifestly overshadowed and sinking

into disesteem, and approximating a condition of imminent peril, will

be restored to their original places in the hearts of our citizens, and

be warmly cherished and long sustained The value of these results

to the nation no words can fully represent.

BOOKS.
The early appearance of indications that pecuniary straitness was

about be suffered by the public, gave warning to the Board to de-

fer engaging in the publication of new works till these omens should

give place to others more encouraging. But with the progress of

time these encouraging signs did not appear. What was at first but

anticipation, became shortly an oppressive reality. And although

the Board had in hand copies of several works of much interest,

which they approved, and would have been glad to have published,

yet from a sense of obligation they refrained from putting them to

press.

The only entirely new work which they issued was a small one in

the Spanish language, designed for the use of schcKjls, and which sets

forth in a plain and simple manner some elementary principles and

fundamental doctrines of the Gospel, as well as some things which

appertain to literature and science.

They have revised, however, a number of the works formerly

published, and added what was necessary to adapt them to present

times, and "rewritten some of them, almost entirely. Of former pub-

lications they have issued several editions during the year.

Believing that God in his providence was calling our nation to a

great work in regard to Romanists, in this and other lands, and that

our youth especially, should be educated in respect to the doctrines,

usages, and anti-Christian character of Romanism, and thus guarded

against it, the Board have prepared a small library from the various

works they had previously published, consisting of twenty-three

volumes, (which they offer at the price of seven dollars,) for the use

of the older and more advanced classes in Sabbath Schools. To the

smaller or younger classes, who are incapable of comprehending the

subject, it is unsuited. For them it is not designed ;
but to those who

have attained nearly to mature years, or are approximating a full de-
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velopment of their rational powers, it is highly suitable and impor-

tant, ifthey are, when assuming the responsibilities oftheir majority, to

understand their dangers and their duties as Evangelical Christians,

or as citizens. And it is gratifjdng to the Board to be able to report

that their labors in this particular have met with very flattering ap-

proval, and that many congregations in various parts of the country

have already added this library to their other books for the benefit of

their Sunday Schools.

TRACTS.
To the series of tracts noticed in the last report the Board have

made no additions within the year just closed. They have several on

hand, however, ready for the press, but from prudential considerations

have forborne to publish them. Each number of the series published

has been found to be useful to the Missionaries, in opening the way
for their labors among Papists, and in exciting a spirit of inquiry on

their part in relation to Evangelical religion, or to some of the tenets

and usages of Rome, which they had embraced, or to which they had

submitted. Several editions of each number have been issued since

the last anniversary, and many pages distributed in different parts of

the land, where our Missionaries have labored. No. 1, The Bible

;

No. 2, Do you pray for Roman Catholics ? No. 5, Protestantism the old

religion. Popery the new ; have been translated into the German, and

published during the year in that language. The other numbers of

the series are much wanted in the same tongue, and the hope is en-

tertained that valuable additions will be made to the series, and that

the Board will be enabled to publish the whole before long in the

various languages spoken by the Papists resident in our cCTuntry.

In the discharge of their duties the Board have been constrained

to make very considerable use of the press ; and to some extent, in

a manner not directly remunerative to the treasury, in a strictly com-

mercial sense. Concerning the object, importance, and various other

things connected with their labors, the public, and even many in

Evangelical churches, needed light. Romanism was not understood.

On the part of many its anti-scriptural and wicked character and

destructive tendencies were not believed ; and the press was the most

appropriate instrumentality for diffusing that light which could put

them right in respect to these things. The various publications of

the Society have, therefore, in many cases, been issued gratuitously,

and although not promptly followed by a return to the treasury in
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dollars a^id cents of the pecuniary cost at which they were furnished,

yet in the increased information of the people concerning the Society,

and the whole subject contemplated in its organization and labors, it

is believed that the outlay is justified. When the American churches

shall have been fally informed on the subject of Romanism, and have

come to a just appreciation of it as represented in scriptural prophecy,

and as illustrated in authentic history wherever it has existed, one

vastly important end which the Society seeks will be gained

;

and an essential part of the preparation for a vigorous effort for the

evangelization of Papal countries will be made. Then, but not till

then^ may hope be entertained that the strengtli of our churches will

be brought to bear steadily and effectively on this great work—the

renovation of Christendom—^its redemption from the corruption of

Popery. The amount of the gratuitous distribution of publications

during the year at home and abroad is little less than 5,000 dollars.

LIBRARY.
The want of a well selected library of standard Roman Catholic

authorities, and also of Protestant writers on the subject ofRomanism,

is more and more felt, as Romanists multiply in the country, and de-

velope their policy, and set themselves at work to accomplish their

designs. The great want of such a library was mentioned in our last

report. At no time has it been so much needed as within the past

year, for no year before it witnessed such a general inquiry in our

land in regard to the Papacy.

At some point such works should be collected, from which the

public, as necessity required, might obtain reliable information in re-

spect to the Papal organization, its teachings and practices ; and none

is more natural, perhaps, than the rooms of the American and Fo-

reign Christian Union. The Board respectfally, therefore, commend
the subject to the consideration of the friends of the cause, and assure

them that donations in books, or funds to purchase them, will be

thankfully received, and faithfally applied. They have received some

contributions for this object within the year, which were highly ac-

ceptable, and they earnestly hope in the course of the current year to

receive many more.

MISSIONARY LABOR.
As in former years, the missionaries, both lay and clerical, have

been employed chiefly among the immigrant Papists from foreign



266 SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. June,

countries, the native papal population being as yet comparatively in-

considerable. They have labored in thirteen States of the Union, and

among the German, French, Irish, Spanish, Polish, and Italian resi-

dents, or political refugees. A few have confined their labors to single

congregations, but most of them have had wider fields. It is not so

much the design and wish of the Board to collect and retain the

people in distinct or separate congregations, as to withdraw them from

the errors of Eomanism, and lead them to a saving knowledge of

Christ, and induce them to go into evangelical churches already orga-

nized, and become early conformed to American usages, policy and

laws. The Board are satisfied that the sooner all foreign nationalities

are laid aside the better, with those who are to be American citizens.

The German Congregation at Buffalo, New-York, has enjoyed the

ministerial labors of the Eev. Charles Doppenschmidt during the year

with ordinary results. The Sabbath School in connection with it is

remarkably flourishing, having an average attendance of about 200

scholars.

The French congregations in Detroit, and in Grreenfield township,

Michigan, have had the service of the Eev. P. J. Ilof, during the

^'ear, and the Grospel has not been without marked results among
them, in favor of evangelical principles and practical godliness,

though with its enemies it has met much opposition.

The German congregation in Newark, New Jersey, enjoyed the

services of the Eev. William Winnes from the beginning of the year,

till the first of August last, when he was transferred to the city of

Cincinnati, Ohio. The congregation having attained to such num-

bers and strength as to be able to do muoh for their own support, Mr.

Winnes was withdraAvn, and they were referred to the denomination,

to which they had chosen to attach themselves, for counsel and such

pecuniary aid as they might need.

The French congregations at Perry's Mill and Mooers, in Clinton

county, New-York, have had the service during the year of two mis-

sionaries in succession, each of whom extended his labors to adjacent

villages and districts where the Canadian French reside, with mani-

fest benefit to the cause of Protestantism and of public morals.

Besides sustaining their labors in places formerly occupied, dur-

ing the whole or parts of the year, the Board have commenced to

labor in several new fields, since the last anniversary. They have

begun a mission amongst the French Eomanists in Burlington,

Vermont, and in the settlements in the vicinity, with encouraging
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success. They have established two missions in the city of Saint

Louis, Missouri, one among the Irish and the other among the Ger-

man Papists. These missions are doing much good and are in a

flourishing state.

They have also established a mission among the German Eoman-

ists in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, which is very promising. They

have also commenced to labor among the Irish Papists in Dubuque,

and vicinity, Iowa. They begun also to do something last autumn

among the Polanders in the city of New-York ; but in view of ex-

isting circumstances they continued their efforts in that direction

only a short time.

The following extracts from the reports of some of the Missiona-

ries, and from the correspondence received at the office, will show

the kind of labor performed, and some of the visible results. As ex-

tracts from reports are given in the Magazine every month, taken in

the course of the year from all parts of the field, but few, and those

quite brief, need be submitted now. They will be read, we are sure,

with interest, and will make it quite plain that our missionaries are

rendering a good service to the country and evangelical religion, and

that Papists are not beyond the reach of kindness nor the power

of the Gospel, when presented in its sim|)]icity, and in its own
heavenly spirit.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS.

1. The Eev. J. B. C. Beaubien, who was appointed last autumn to :

labor in the northern part of the State of Vermont, in his report says :
;

"The places where I have been laboring are Burlington, Winooski,

Shelburn, Hinesburg and Milton. I have a few times also visited Georgia.
;

My labors have been almost exclusively among the French population of
:

those places. During the above mentioned time I have visited 80 families,

most of them at different times. I have conversed on the subject of religion I

with 215 persons, 120 of whom are Romanists. Two persons have been >

hopefully converted. From 8 to 10 Papists have been led to see their errors, \

and have proved by their actions the sincerity of their words, but they I

are yet unconverted. I have distributed 80 Bibles, 1 2 Testaments, and \

3,500 pages of Tracts. I have had meetings twice on the Sabbath, s

and from two to five times during the week. The attendance on these

meetings has varied according to the places where they were held. In Wi- ;;

nooski from 15 to 25 attend regularly, some of whom are Romanists ; but '
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whenever I preach in other places, I have an attendance of from 30 to 40,

all Catholics, if I speak only in French, and of 150 to 200 if I speak

in English and French. The whole number of the meetings I have held is

92. I have had 8 opportunities of taking part in Protestant meetings, and

of calling the attention of Cliristians to the importance of missionary labors.

" The priests in this part of Vermont have of late done so much to in-

crease the number of their followers, and to stop the spirit of inquiry which

seemed to exist among them, that they have caused a multitude to reflect on

their position, and to inquire whether Eome is right or not, and some have

become convinced that Rome is wrong. Such have been dragged out of

Protestant churches, and carried to the priests, but in vain. In the presence

of those teachers of lies, they have confessed Christ. Others have secretly

been compelled to go to confession. Of this number is the young lady I

mentioned in my last report. Her friends and relatives took advantage of

her youth and obliged her to confess, but soon after she met with one of our

number, and exclaimed, * that confession makes me feel more condemned

than ever.' I have the assurance that she will never worship the * beast'

with sincerity.

" Four weeks ago a woman put away her beads, saying that it was ' for

ever.' She is firm and steadfast, and attends our meetings as often as pos-

sible.

" Knowing as I do the state of religious feeling in this field, I rejoice in

the assurance that the number of those now opening their eyes to the

truth is great."

2 .The Eev. Louis Baradon, Missionary to the French Romanists in

Clinton County, ISTew-York, writes:

" The missionary field among the Romish people for which I have been

commissioned, includes Perry's Mill, Champlain, Chazy, and Mooers. I

am residing at this last place. These four stations are the object of my care.

" At Perry's Mill Ave have had six or seven conversions. Among them

I might mention an old man and his wife, both very joyful in Jesus. As I

have had the pleasure to tell you in my monthly correspondence, this small

people of Perry's Mill, men and women, have in a large measure the spirit

of prayer, a good evidence of the life of God in the heart.

" When I entered this field there was no meeting held in Champlain. I

preached there from June to July as much as it was possible for me to do.

I received there some encouragement. Our meeting consisted of about

twenty persons very well enlightened. For four or five weeks past I have

not preached there. The Baptists now occupy that station.

" I go now to Chazy every fortnight. The congregation is small, but I
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have hope for that place. I am eleven miles distant from it, and the road

is very bad, but I visit it regularly.

" At Mooers village we have meetings every Thursday night. I have

preached alternately in four small congregations, making together sixty to

seventy Protestants, besides those who attend occasionally, but are not

Protestants.

" As to the work of evangelization among the Komish people, I have

not kept notice of the number of visits made to them, house by house, nor

the number of Tracts, Bibles and Testaments distributed to them. I have

done the best I could by seizing every opportimity offered to speak to them

about their salvation, and to put into their hands the Bible or Tracts. I

have French tracts and the Scriptures which I give freely. My most ai'dent

desire is to do them the most good. I am ordinarily well received among

them.'*

3. Mr. P. M. Borst, who labored among the Irish and German Ro-

manists, and also engaged in distributing the Society's publications

in the City of jSTew-York, in his report says :

" My labors during the quarter have been directed to visiting the native

and Roman Catholic population in my district, and also the Ministers and

Superintendents of Sunday schools, in order to introduce the Society's

volumes into the Sunday schools. I have succeeded in distributing some of

the Society's books. I have visited 1223 families and places of business,

and read the Scriptures and prayed ^vith. many. These visits have been in-

troductory to others, and have served very important ends.

They have served to make manifest the hostility of some, and the in-

difference of others, and the want of a proper appreciation of this kind of

service by the great mass of those whose minds are not unfavorably dispos-

ed. It has also served to demonstrate that these various states of feeling

may be successfully dealt with, by presenting the truth on the subjects, to

which they relate.'*

Mr. Borst gives many instances of his interviews with persons

within his field of much interest, which show that the labors of mis-

sionaries are difficult, yet very important.

4. Rev. C. Doppenschmidt, in one of his reports, thus wites re-

specting his labors among the Germans in Bufialo, in the • State of

New-York:

" During the past month the number of attendants in our Sunday

school, has reached 220. Both the superintendent and teachers have en-

deavored to awaken an interest in the school ; and with this in view,
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Bibles and Testaments have been distributed. In my pastoral visits I have

made special efforts to gather children into the Sunday school, and to im-

press upon parents their duty in respect to their offspring. Young men and

young women have recently taken hold with interest, and we have b^en

greatly encouraged by the presence of our American friends who come in

from time to time. There is still much of poverty in our midst and no

work to be found for them thus suffering. Much is done for their relief,

yet in my visits I witness much destitution. I have made 50 calls during

the month,—many Catholics have conversed with me freely, and I have

brought before their attention Christ and him crucified, pointing them to

the one perfect sacrifice offered on Calvary. I have talked to them from the

Epistle to the Hebrews respecting this sacrifice, and proved to them that

their mass was of human invention, and an abomination to the Lord. "With

some my labors have been of no avail, with others they have awakened

the inquiry, * What shall I do to be saved T I directed them to the

Saviour, and besought them to study the Scriptures. May the Lord grant

that they become really his, and that their interest be not transitory but

enduring, founded upon a knowledge of his truth. Our religious services

have been regularly held and well attended. Some heads of families have

announced their intention to join our number."

5. Mr. M. F. Fennel], Missionary to the Irish Eomanists in the city

of St. Louis, Missouri, furnishes the following statistics. They show

an important work done :

"Number of Roman Catholic families visited the last year 1200; con-

verted to Protestantism 7 ;
hopefully converted to Christ 2 ; number of

Bibles and Testaments given away to Romanists 20 ; of pages of tracts

given away to Romanists 800 ; of Romanists induced to attend evangelical

churches 7 ; of Roman Catholic children induced to attend Protestant Sun-

day schools 100 ; of Sunday Schools I have conducted myself 3 ; of chil-

dren who attend them 100 ; of meetings held for reading the Scriptures,

prayer &c. during the year 40 ; number of meetings attended to interest

Protestants in my work 35 ; of the Sunday school libraries sold 25 ; of

subscribers for the Magazine 2 ; of Gravazzi's lectures sold 3."

The early part of the year, and indeed till autumn, Mr. Fennell

labored in Chicago, Illinois. The prospect of his mission in St. Louis

is very encouraging.

6. Rev. P. J. Hof, Missionary to the Frencli and German Eoman-
ists in Detroit and vicinity, Michigan, writes

:

I have three meetings on the Sabbath days ; one of them is a Bible
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have given away four Bibles, and a great number of tracts and pamphlets

exposing the errors of Romanism. And although the number who attend

our service is not large, ten Roman Catholics now in connection with us

left the Church of Rome during the year, and four of these are hopefully

converted to Christ The winter through which we have passed has

been very hard for poor folks, but the Lord was merciful, and our wants

were provided for. I was enabled to relieve many poor families through the

means of benevolent Christians. In that way, I brought to one distressed

family clothing, to another fuel, and to another bread ; and also to every

one of these the bread of life. The result of this service gave me great en-

couragement. It enabled me to bring the blessed Gospel to some of the

Roman Catholics where I had no access before. Being thus encouraged by

some of the Canadians, I thought the time was come when the Lord would

spread the blessings of this mission through the city, among the Germans, as

well as French, and I began my Bible class among the Germans. Our

meetings are held from house to house, among the families who wish to have

them, and they are attended by auditors of all Christian denominations

among the Germans. The simplicity and evangelical character of these

meetings made them interesting, and the spirit of God opened the hearts of

many ; but Satan, enraged by these things, soon troubled us very much by

sending in persons to disturb us when engaged in divine worship

All these things, instead of breaking up our meetings, have contributed to

their success. The last one was very well attended.

"In my visits among the French Romanists, I have many encouraging

things, as well as things of another character."

The Missionary here gives a narrative of two men (Romanists)

whose hatred to the Bible had led them to tear out a part of its leaves,

and finally to burn it, and who at last gave good evidence of conver-

sion to Christ. One of these converts is of a tigUy respectable posi-

tion in society, and it is hoped that he may prove to be an instru-

ment of great good among his countrymen.

7. Mr. Samuel Horton, Missionary to the Irish Papists in the city of

ISTewark, N". J. has continued his labors during the year. He has

occasionally visited towns in the vicinity to distribute the publica-

tions of the Society, and especially to bring before the Superintend-

ents and teachers of the Sunday schools, the Library which the

Board has prepared for the more advanced classes. The following

statistics are taken from his annual report recently received.

" The number of visits made to Romish families is 2,644, Tracts dis-
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tributed 1,607, Bibles and Testaments given away 39, Libraries sold to Sun-

day Schools 25, other schools visited 13, Romish children sent into Evan-

;

gelical Sunday schools 30, number of prayer meetings attended in Romish

families 124, addresses delivered in various places, and in behalf of the So-

ciety 60, number of persons obtained to subscribe the temperance pledge 167."

: Mr. Horton says ; "Addressing them in a kind way, I am permitted to

I reason with the Romanists on the vital points of religion, and even to show

;

them the dangerous errors of theu' system. Many of them confess that

;

what I state to them is true. They allow me to pray with them and for

;

them, and many seem anxious for my visits to be more frequent. I have

; succeeded in distributing the Libraiy beyond my expectation, and have ob-

! tained a number of subscribers to the Magazine. The winter through

1 which we have passed has been one of unusual severity, and of great suf-

fering among the poor. But still the door for usefulness has been more

open to those who were inclined to enter it and labor. I can but rejoice in

the good work that is done through the agency of our Society."

8. The Rev. Thomas Jordan, Missionary to Romanists in Hamp-
den county, Massachusetts, has continued his service during the year.

: He and the friends of the cause have been greatly encouraged by

the progress of the truth among the people with -w^hom he has la-

bored. The following statistics, will show the state of the mission in

;

part. He says:

\

" The number of Romish families visited is 300, the number of visits to

I

them for religious ends 2,260, number of Protestant families visited 100,

:

and of visits to them for religious purposes 700, number of meetings for

:
prayer conducted 300, Bibles granted to inquiring Romanists 20, Testaments

40, Tracts distributed 1460, converts from Romanism 23, number of Ro-

;;
manists in the Sunday school organized exclusively for thsm, 43."

Mr. Jordan has extended his labors in the course of the year to

Thompsonville, Cabot, Southbridge, Longmeadow, Globe Village,

; Charlton, Chickopee Falls, and Holyoke. Springfield is the principal

]

seat of his operations, and the place of the Sabbath school.

9. Rev. J. L'Heureux, stationed at Brandon, Vermont, to labor

' among the French Romanists, says:

" My field of labor is Brandon, Whiting, Mddlebury, Orwell, Pittsford

and Rutland. But I have gone beyond these limits at times, so as to advance

the work of God among the French people. The numbers which assemble

:

in each of these places to hear the Gospel are not large; yet thirty-six

persons within the year have left the Romish Church.
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** At Brandon my Sabbath school is under the care of ladies of the

place, and I hope that in the course of the summer we shall have a Sunday-

school in Whiting. Everywhere I go, I advise the parents to send their

children to Sunday schools. I have gathered 6 small flocks during the year

;

have had 215 prayer meetings, have preached 106 times, have visited 300

families, and have conversed upon the subject of religion with more than

1000 persons,"

10. Mr. John Murphy, Missionary to the Komanists m Albany, N.

Y. and subsequently transferred to Dubuque, Iowa, thus writes

:

<'My field of labor for the year has been Albany and vicinity, N. Y.

and Dubuque and vicinity, Iowa. The number of visits I made is 5,500,

of which 4000 were to Irish and German Romanists. I held 2000 religious

conversations or dialogues with individuals, families and groups of Roman-

ists ; lent books, Kirwan's letters, and others to 80 persons, and gave away

10,000 pages of tracts. The cost of tracts published by the Society, and the

wear and loss of the books I lent, I reckon at 20 dollars, which may be

added to the Society's grants to Romanists. I have given away 5 Bibles

and 24 Testaments.

Among those with whom I have labored are many who are enlighten-

ed on the sutvject of Romanism, and disbelieve in priestly absolution and

purgatory; but still believe in some of the peculiar dogmas of Mother

Church, Four persons have been converted to Protestantism, and one hope-

fully to Christ, A hundred dollars' worth of the Society's publications

have been sold by me during the year, and two dollars' worth of the smaller

volumes to Roman Catholics. I have good encouragement in my present

field of labor. In my daily visits, I find many who set but little value on

the priests or their religion, though they do not like to stir up the bitter-

ness of their countrymen by giving up the name of Roman Catholic. I have

placed the young girl (who became a Protestant in my family) in a good

Chi-istian family in Wisconsin, to be brought up by them."

11. The Rev. J. McDevitt, Missionary to the Irish Romanists in

Louisville, Kentucky, thus writes:

" I send you my annual report with gratitude to God, for the signal man-

ifestation of His presence amidst persecution, which well becomes the fol-

lower of Kero, one who sits on Nero's throne. And yet these feelings ot

thankfulness are mingled with sorrow, to think that men, professing to be

the followers of Christ, could take a " cowhide," enter houses, and holding

it over the heads of the children, with threats of cursing publicly their

parents, compel them to take a solemn oath not to go to my school! and,
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that the ^Sisters of Charity' (1) and of Hhe Good Shepherd' (?) would

coaiPEL the children at their day-schools^ on their knees, to make a solemn

promise never to enter our school room, and after this invest them with a

new order ! a medal to keep them from Sunday schools, and a permission to

break God's holy day, obtained from two priests in this city! Only a

few however availed themselves of it. Such conduct is opening the eyes of

these poor deluded followers of * the Man of Sin,' for we have every Sunday

170 of them marching from the darkness of Popery into the light of the

glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ ! The follo-sving will give you a concise view

of some of my labors during the year, and also of some of their visible re-

sults, viz

:

"The number of families visited is 1900, prayer meetings held 60, Bibles

distributed 43, Testaments 70, pages of tracts 6000, works on Eomanism

(kindly presented by friends) distributed 34, number converted from Roman-

ism to Christanity 11, number of families now under instruction 50, children

and adults composing such families over 200.

" Thus in defiance of all the power of the Papal Hierarchy here, we are

(blessed be God) in a most flourishing condition,"

12. Rev. C. Popp, Missionary to the German Papists in Saint

Louis, Missouri, thus writes

:

" Perhaps nowhere in the United States a more formidable stronghold

of Romanism Tvill be found than in St. Louis. St. Louis is called, and is

truly a Roman Catholic city. Its founders were Romanists. Their num-

ber yet far exceeds the number of all the Protestants, and is daily increas-

ing. Of the 26,500 German immigrants who arrived here last year, accord-

ing to an official report, more than one-half Avere Romanists, and over

6,000 of them took their abode in this city and vicinity. The riches of the

clergy (and this is the mystery of their immense power) amount to one-

seventh or one-eighth of all the taxable property of St. Louis. Over 120

priests, many of them Jesuits, watch with unceasing care and zeal, day and

night, for the interest of the Pope and the down-breaking of Protestant in-

fluence, if in any way brought upon their flock. Many thousands of avow-

ed infidels help undesignedly to increase the power of the " Man of Sin."

Many lukewarm Protestiints, who have in view only their own worldly wel-

fare, fear an open declaration against Popery and the Jesuits, and denounce

us as disturbers of the peace of the community. Even the different Protes-

tant denominations divided in their power by a prevalent sectarian spirit,

favor, in this wise, the ascendancy of Romanism. The friends of our cause

are few in number, but, I declare it with joy, zealous and courageous. This

is our present position. You will therefore see that the position of your

Missionary here is not a favorable one for speedy success. Even with the
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most faithful labor, only a slow progress of the work can be anticipated.

The enemy is rich, numerous, cunning and watchful. The mission was be-

gun four months ago."

The following statistics are gathered from the report, viz

:

" The number of families visited is 623. Of these 550 are Eoman-

ists. Number of visits for religious ends, 700. Number of Eomanists

led to Protestant churches, 17. Number of Testaments distributed to

Romanists, 19. Number of children induced to attend Protestant Sunday

schools, 6."

The missionary gives many interesting details of his visits among
the poor and deluded families ; finds himself often embarrassed by

the migratory character of the Germans who come into the city, not

being able in many cases to find those he has visited several times.

They are also in many instances very poor. They are much neglect-

ed and oppressed by the priests. He is encouraged, however, by
many things, and by none more than by the increasing abandon-

ment of the confessional, on the part of the better classes of the

people.

13. The Rev. J. C. Sinclair, Missionary to the Irish Romanists in

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, writes

:

" The Mssionary year has been remarkable for the events which have

transpired, and are yet to a certain degree affecting almost all classes of the

community in this region. The drought dried up our rivers, scorched up

our fields ; man and beast felt its effects. The Cholera came next, and in a

few weeks upwards of a thousand of our citizens were swept away from the

midst of us. Troubles then came into our monetary affairs. Everything

wore a gloomy aspect.

In the midst of this alarming state of things your missionary has been

enabled to labor daily, and trusts that his labors were not wholly fruitless.

This is perhaps one of the most important of the Society's home fields,

and one of the hardest, the most difficult for a missionary to effect anything

in. It is a new field, and the opposition is strong and numerous. The staff

of priests and nuns is large, and they labor assiduously in the service of

Rome ; and with them is a host of subalterns, directed by the Bishop of

the diocese, aided by the confessional, which has been the living wheel, the

very life blood of the Papacy, and her guardian angel.

My labors among the Romanists are entirely confined to personal

visitation in their own houses. The aggregate number of visits thus made
during the year is 3270. Three fourths and upwards of these official visits,



276 SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. June,

were made to Irish, a few German families excepted, members of the

church of Rome. The severity of the winter and the wide-spread destitu-

tion brought crowds of applicants for charity in respect to provisions,

clothing and fuel, to my house. And I cannot but acknowledge my grati-

tude to the young ladies' and the Howard associations for the assistance

which they have given me in my labors, by authorising me to report to them

all destitute cases which might come to my knowledge. By these means a

wonderful access to the subjects of my mission was afforded ; doors and

hearts were opened to me, which on former occasions were barred against

the most distant access.

At present there are four men and three women of whom I have some

hope. There are four children attending Sabbath school. The individual

whose child I baptized, is firm and I hope will continue to grow in grace.

Another individual whose wife destroyed his Bible and put him to jail be-

cause he read Protestant publications is, I ti*ust, determined through grace to

continue in seeking after the truth. I have of late been preaching occa-

sionally in the 8th Ward Public school house. I have also distributed

19,112 pages of Tracts, and 13 copies of the Scriptures gratuitously among

Romanists, 1 Irish, 1 French, 1 German, and 10 English Bibles. I have

also preached by invitation in the various churches of this and of Allegheny

City, visited and addressed most of the Sabbath Schools in both cities.

Having given you a brief report of my labors for the past year, I shall

conclude by a few remarks on our future prospects, and our duty. First,

Allow me to say, that perhaps with the exception of New.York, the cities

of Pittsburgh and Allegheny, with their surrounding boroughs of Birming-

ham, Temperanceville, Manchester and Lawrenceville, is one the most im-

portant stations now occupied. They have become the centre of communi-

cation between our eastern and western states. Our public works in iron

and glass, our coal mines and spacious rivers, our rail way and steam

communications to every part of the great Union, are powerful inducements

to make our cities the resting place of the poor and laboring classes of Eu-

rope who land annually on our shores. In this way the Papacy is gaining

strength daily, and growing up into her youthful vigor and glory. No lese

than 8 Popish churches have been dedicated in this diocese within the last

year, and the accumulation of church property is, I believe, unequalled m
any Popish diocese in the Union.

Secondly,—The mission is only in its infancy. The door of future use*

fulness is wonderfully thrown open by the Almighty, by his great and

wonderful acts in the midst of us."

14. The Rev. M. "Welsh, one of the Society^s laborers, writes

:

" My labors for the past year have been chiefly in the states of New
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York and Connecticut. In these I have traveled extensivelj, and met

with, a great deal of encouragement, I find on examining my journal, that

I have addressed 58 Methodist congregations, 24 Baptist, 34 Presbyterian,

9 Dutch Reformed. I have on an average preached twice every Sabbath,

and more than once in the week. I have also delivered 11 lectures in the

Irish language, to Irish audiences, making in all 136 congregations, or 75,000

people; have addressed 31 •Sabbath schools, and obtained for the Magazine

1497 subscribers, and for the treasury $207 40 in donations.

I have distributed among Roman Catholics 11 Bibles and 21 Testa-

ments; I have visited 350 Irish Catholic families, and prayed with all who

were willing to hear, and but very few refused ; conversed with hundreds

upon the truths of the Gospel's religion, and contrasted it with Popery, and

distributed 3000 pages of tracts. By these means several are truly con-

verted to God, and many now are reading their Bibles, and pondering those

truths to which I directed their attention. In all this, I devoutly rejoice,

and to God be all the praise."

15 . The Rev. W, Winnes, Missionary to the Germans, labored the

first four months of the year in Newark, New Jersey, very nsefully,

and was then transferred to Cincinnati, Ohio, to establish a mission

in that city. In relation to that field he writes

:

" It was hard for me in the beginning. Every thing looked dark and

gloomy. In looking back and forward, I can say, I feel now much joy in

my field of labor,

I believe that there are near 20,000 Roman Catholics in this city. It

is a hopeful field. Some families during this winter were truly converted,

and joined Methodist and other churches.

The priests in this city do all that they can. They build very large

churches, and they appear very fair. I found in my family visits that most

all Roman children are sent to the priest's day school, to keep them out of

the public school. On Sabbath, they keep the ' school open, to keep the

children from the Protestant Sabbath school, yet there are a good many
Roman Catholics that send their children to the public, and to Sabbath

schools.

A few days after my arrival, I began my missionary labor, making

family visits from house to house, I felt my station in this city was
an important one; I prayed to the Lord for strength and he helped

me. For the first five Sabbaths, I did not have a preaching place

for myself, but I preached in other churches, and helped teach in

Sabbath schools. ' I thought that I must begin for myself a Sabbath school,

and preaching service. I went to Rev. Dr. Fisher and told him. He went

with me and we found a Hall, where I began my first service. The first
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Sabbath I had fmr hearers. Before the next Sabbath a committee rented

an engine house for my service and Sabbath school. On the first Sabbath

we had not one child to attend the Sabbath school; I thought it was in

vain. At the first service in the engine house were a few more than in the

Hall. The next Sabbath we had 36 children in the Sabbath school, and

now we have some times as many as 80. It is a very hopeful school, there

are many Roman Catholic children among them. This school begins at 9

o'clock on Sunday mornings.

I began my service on Mount Auburn, but after a while we gave it up.

The Committee then rented an old church in Clinton street for a year ; I

preach there now every Sabbath to between 50 and 60 hearers. Our Sabbath

school, that we began in the afternoon in this church, is increased from 10

to near 60 children. I have faithful Christian men as teachers for my Sab-

bath school. Every month we have a teachers* prayer meeting for the Sab-

bath school. I conduct the Sabbath school from the beginning to the end.

On Sunday morning, from half past 8 o'clock, to 4 o'clock in the afternoon,

my time is so occupied that I find scarcely a moment to eat. Many weeks

ago I began a Thursday evening service. From 10 to 20 attend. On
Tuesday evening, I have a Bible hour for the benefit of grown persons. It

is a blessed hour. We have at every meeting 10 or 12 that attend regularly,

I have made, since I came here, 1880 visits: to Protestant families 700,

Roman Catholics 1100, to Irish and English families 80. I have distri-

buted 8 Bibles and 20 New Testaments among Roman Catholics, 5 Bibles and

6 New Testaments among Protestants. Of other difierent books I have dis.

tributed 20, most all among Roman Catholics. In 50 families I have prayed;

of tracts I distributed over 1700; over 80 children I sent into different Sab-

bath schools. Many Roman Catholics I directed to the Protestant churches.

One woman is converted to Protestantism, and one is hopefully converted to

Christ. Such has been my labor, and its visible results in this field. The

Committee meet every month regularly. It seems to me they take more

interest from month to month.'*

The foregoing statements and extracts from reports disclose the

principal features of the missionary operations in the Home Field, the

people among whom the service has been performed, with some of

the embarrassments and flattering incidents with which they have

been attended. And although in some instances the Board have

failed to witness in the missionary or the service projected, what they

desired, yet they cannot resist the conviction that the divine blessing in

its descent upon these labors, has classed the Society which has in-

stituted and sustained them, among the Heaven-appointed instru-
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mentalities for redeeming this world from the dominion of "the

Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the

children of disobedience," and for eventually subjugating it to the

Lord Jesus Christ. Let us now speak of another branch of service,

viz:

AOENCIES.
Of the very great importance of this branch of service to the

public welfare, as well as the Society's prosperity, the judgment of the

Board, since the last anniversary, has undergone no change, unless it

be in the intensity of its convictions. The value, at this period of

our nation's history, of the labors of competent, evangelical and ac-

ceptable ministers of the Gospel, who have thoroughly studied the

subject of Romanism, furnished themselves with facts and truths,

historical and scriptural, in relation to it, traversing the country,

laying bare to public view its enormities, and odiousness in God's

sight, its death designing policy, its pestilential and ruinous in-

fluence AVherever it obtains, its stealthy and yet untiring and some-

what successful efforts at encroachment on the rights, and privileges

of our citizens, thus warning them to beware of its approach, and

leading them to the adoption of suitable and evangelical measures in

regard to it, and to the unhappy multitudes enslaved by its power,

can scarcely be overrated, even if viewed apart from the service they

render the treasury of the Society. For the want of the results of

such service in every part of our Eepublic, no amount of gold and

silver or material wealth could be an equivalent. The Board, enter-

taining these views, have sustained this service with as much energy

as practicable during the year. They have to report, however, that

thoy were reluctantly constrained, by the resignation of the Rev. Mr.

Biriiitt, who was located in Pittsburgh, Pa. in order to enter another

de*partment of service in the Church, and by the removal of th-e Rev.

Mr. Hovey, from Georgia, to the state of Massachusetts, not being able

in due time satisfactorily to fill their places, to leave those portions of

country previously occupied by them unsupplied with this form of

labor. The occupancy of these districts by warm hearted and faith-

ful laborers would doubtless have changed the amount of receipts of

the^treasury, and rendered it nearer the sum obtained by our usual

agency the previous year. The Board hope however in the course

of the current year to fill the vacancies with suitable men.

To this method of enlightening, and interesting the public in re-



280 SIXTH ANNUAL EEPOET. June,
1

spect to their labors and the objects contemplated, there is another,

which is somewhat closely allied, and to which the Board have had

recourse, within the year, to very great advantage. It is that of

POPULAR LECTURES.
By previous arrangement with gentlemen of different religious

denominations, they were enabled to institute in the city of New-

York, in the month of December last, and to continue on Sabbath

evenings to the middle of March^ a series of lectures embracing a

variety of highly important topics on the subject of Eomanism, rarely

if ever discussed before in American pulpits or before American

audiences. These lectures were well received and attended, by the

most influential classes of our citizens, and exerted a most salutary

influence. They were delivered by the Eev. Drs. W. S. Plumer, of Alle-

gheny City, Pa., W. Adams of New-York City, N. Murray of Eliza-

bethtown, N. J., G. B. Cheever of New-York City, A. W. McClure

of Jersey City, N. J., N. S. S. Beman of Troy, N. Y., J. P. Durbin

of Philadelphia, Pa., W. E. Williams of New-York City, the Eev.

E. N. Kirk of Boston, Mass. and the Eev. Stuart Eobinson of Balti-

more, Md. They were the voluntary offerings of their distinguished

authors to the great cause of truth and righteousness, in opposition

to the movements of "the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition," and

they will doubtless be long and gratefully remembered by those who
had the privilege of hearing them. And the Board deem it proper in

this public manner to acknowledge their sense of the benefit which

they rendered the community and evangelical religion by their service.

Before dismissing this topic they would say that they hope to se-

cure the delivery in this city of another series, during the next winter,

and in process of time, to have similar courses delivered, in all the

principal cities and towns of our country.

Besides this course of Lectures to Protestants, the Board have the

happiness to report that they have entered on an experiment of for-

mal public lectures to Eomanists, discussing before them some of the

principal doctrines of the papacy, exposing their errors, and unfolding

the teachings of the Scriptures in opposition to them. Thus far

they are encouraged in the work. Mr. P. J. Leo, who has been con-

nected with the Society several yeai^ as one of its missionaria^, is

now employed in this service in New England, and if the way shall

be clear for it, others may in the course of the year be engaged for

other points of the country.
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In addition to the various classes of laborers now named, there is

another, that ought not to be omitted in this recital. They have oc-

cupied quite a subordinate piace, yet one of considerable usefulness.

They have distributed the publications of the Society, added many
to the list of its friends and supporters, and done much to enlist

public and individual respect and sympathy in its favor. Much of

this has been rendered gratuitously, and for it they will, we trust, ac-

cept this expression of acknowledgement.

The whole number of laborers connected with the Society in all

of its branches during the whole or parts of the year, at home
and abroad, is 108. Of these 62 have been in the home, and 46

in the foreign field. They have done a great and good work, in

which the friends of our country and of evangelical religion must re-

joice. But how small is the number of laborers for the object which

is to be accomplished! Two Hundred Millions of the human
family are claimed as the subjects of the Papal system ! And all

this vast multitude is to be withdrawn from the superstition and the

errors into which they have fallen, and the ungodly among them to

be converted to Christ before the blessedness of the Millennium can

fully come upon our race. We will therefore pray and hope for

more laborers, and that the Churches of America will hereafter come

up to this service with an earnestness and zeal which its magnitude

and importance demands.

But it is pertinent to the occasion to show the progress and pre-

sent state of Eomanism in our country, that the friends o£ a pure

Christianity may determine their duty in respect to it.

ROME IN THE UNITED STATES.

At the last Anniversary the papal population of th© United

States was estimated at about three millions^ or one-eight part of the

whole nation. If a reasonable allowance is made for the natural in-

crease of this body, and for its growth by immigration from other

parts of the world, (and the number of foreigners who arrived among
us during the year, of whom a large part are papists, was upwards

of 460,000,) the aggregate would probably amount to three millions

and a quarter. This accession to its numbers has added proportiona-

bly to its organic and aggressive force. The personal and material

force of the papacy in the country is represented by the Metropoli-

tan Catholic Almanac for 1855, as comprising 7 Archbishops, S3

Bishops, 1704 Priests, 1824 Churches, 21 incorporated Colleges, and
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6 Colleges not incorporated
;
having in all 2662 students, 81 Theolo-

gical Seminaries with upwards of 500 students, and 117 female

academies.

The gain in the course of the year is therefore 1 Bishop, 130

Priests, 121 Churches, 1 incorporated College, several not incorpora-

ted, and 415 students, 2 Theological Seminaries and 100 students, and

five female academies.

The Editors of the Almanac however say: "During the year 27

priests departed this life, and 2 were elevated to the Episcopacy.

And besides these, about 50 whose names appear in the catalogue of

1853, are not reported for 1854, whence it appears, that the total ac-

cession of priests, during the year, was upwards 206."

To secure the continued growth of this force among us, large

sums of money are raised annually among themselves, and very large

sums are also sent hither from papal countries of Europe.

To say nothing of the sums furnished by the Leopold Foundation,

at Vienna, in Austria, and by the Louis Society, at Munich, in Bava-

ria, which are known to be very considerable, the Society for the

Propagation of the Faith at Lyons, in France, according to its official

report, appropriated for its missions in America, in 1853, 1,089,428

francs, or $204,811:90 of our currency. The larger part of this sum
was expended in the Cnited States. The amount now sent into our

country annually by Papal influences in Europe, for undermining our

institutions and building up the sj^stem of Komanism, may safely be

set down at one quakter of a million of dollars.

For the same purpose a vigorous use is made of the press. In the

former part of the year there were no less than 20 weekly newspa-

pers devoted to popish interests, published in different parts of the

country, in the English, French and German languages. Besides

these there were one semi-weekly, one monthly, one quarterly, and

two annual. These are still continued, except the semi-weekly, and

two of the weekly newspapers.

Encouraged by the augmentation of their numbers, institutions,

and various means of advancement, by the apathy of a great portion

of the Protestant community, and especially by the flatteries and fa-

vor received from aspirants for office or political demagogues, the

leaders have ventured, as we have shown in another part of this re-

port, upon a fuller development, in this country, of the peculiarities

of Romanism, than has heretofore been made.

In an unprecedented manner Romish festivals have been observ-
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ed, public processions, led by the priesthood, bave been performed,

and in the cities and towns of tbe nation, in shop-windows and other

places, Eomish pictxires, rosaries, crucifixes, images, relics of apocry-

phal saints, and such like things, have been unreservedly exhibited,

and even crowded on public attention. But this is not all, in the

matter of advancement in the forms and ceremonies and dicipline, on

the part of the Romish connection.

The senseless, unchristian, and degrading ceremony of "baptizing

bells" has been publicly performed by a Bishop in this city, and

"indulgences" have been openly offered for sale, as in the dark ages.

For the chastisement of offenders, and to keep otliers in subjec-

tion, recourse has been had to the horsewhip, or the lash, practically

applied, to excommunications with their terrific accompaniments,

and refusal of the rites of burial to the dead in very extraordinary

circumstances.

Taken in connection with what we have before named, these

things show a great advance among us toward that type of Koman-

ism which has prevailed in Papal Europe, so disastrously, for so long

a time. And to say nothing about the offensive tone of the Romish

press, wherever it obtains, in regard to our institutions, policy and

laws, they are of sufficient moment to awaken the deepest solicitude

of the patriot, and the most tender concern of the Evangelical Chris-

tian, who fully comprehends them. But a few more years of such,

or similar advancement, would fix permanently in the midst of us

this odious system, and render it well nigh unmanageable, if not to-

tally destructive of our prosperity and happiness.

Bat of such a catastrophe we can entertain no apprehension for a

moment, while we hold our present views of the power of the Gos-

pel to subdue error in any of its forms, and of the readiness of

American Christians to promulgate it in its purity, and to labor for

the enlightenment and salvation of men everywhere, and especially

in our own country.

And the history of the past year confirms us in these views. The

activity of the Jesuits, and other orders of the Romish Hierarchy

among us, in crowding and pushing their own forms, doctrines, cere-

monies and usages forward, has given rise to indications, which can-

not be mistaken, that the time for the triumphing of Rome in the

United States has hot come, indeed that it is yet a great way off from

such consummation.

The waking up of the nation to Papal movements, and the legis-
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lative action had in some of the States of the Union, with other mat-

ters previously recited, as distinguishing the year just closed, leave

no doubt of this. And it is not without significance in this direction,

that several Popish newspapers devoted to the interests of the

hierarchy, have been recently discontinued for want of patronage;

and also that a spirit of discord, jealousy, and strong dissatisfactioii

with the administration, or chief rulers, obtains among the Bishops,

and is even spreading among the inferior clergy. The Bishops of

foreign birth are in the majority. To those born in America, this

and a variety of other matters are distasteful. Diversity of views and

feelings is doing its work, therefore, among the arrogant claimants

of "Unity." " A house divided against itself cannot stand." We
do not therefore anticipate the triumph of Romanism in the United

States any more than that of infidelitj^ or Mormonism. But to pre-

vent this result in future time, reliance under God is on the vigorous

and untiring efforts of the Christian community. Schools must be

established and sustained, the Scriptures must be distributed, en-

lightened and free discussion of evangelical subjects must be main-

tained, and competent and suitable missionary laborers must be raised

up and sent forth. Without the employment of well adapted means,

and a constant watchfulness in respect to it, Romanism would un-

doubtedly in time triumph, even in this land of the Puritans ; and

the Board therefore call upon the friends and patrons of the Society to

unite with them with renewed zeal and vigor in its service during the

year which is now about to commence. Rejoicing in what has been

accomplished in the time that is past, they feel that more ought to be

projected and accomplished in the year now about to come, both in the

foreign and home field,than has marked any similar period of by-gone

time. And with these brief sketches of their operations in it, they now
take leave of the Home Department, to notice their labors and some

of their results in foreign lands.

EOHEIGW EIELB.
We turn now to the Foreign Field, and speaking of the So-

ciety's operations in that direction, we begin with our own Hemis-

phere.
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CANADA EAST.

The Board have not been indifferent to the importance of impart-

ing the true Gospel to the eight or nine hundred thousand Eomanists

in the two British Provinces which lie immediately north of our

country ; six hundred thousand of whom are of French origin, and

for the most part still speak the French tongue. In the early part

of the year they remitted the sum of $500 to the French Canadian

Society, a portion of the grant for the preceding year which had not

been paid ; and recently they have directed the sum of $1,000, the

appropriation for the year which has just ended, to be forwarded to

the same Society, for the furtherance of the good work in that coun-

try. The Board are happy that this work is making good progTess

under the judicious management of the Society just named, whose

operations have now become quite extensive. In addition to em-

plojdng a considerable corps of missionaries, (ordained ministers, and

evangelists,) colporteurs and teachers, that Society supports two ad-

mirable Institutions at Point-Aux-Trembles, nine miles below Mon-

treal, at which a large number of young people of both sexes, chil-

dren, for the most part, of French Roman Catholics, or those who
were formerly such, are receiving an excellent education,—some for

the ordinary avocations of life, some for the profession of school

teaching, and others still for the work of preaching the everlasting

Gospel. The. Board are happy to be able to say that the French

Canadian Society is advancing steadil}' in its great and good work.

It also gives the Board great pleasure to state that the Grand

Ligne Mission, in its several branches, seems also to be in a flourish-

ing state. That mission was long aided by the Foreign Evangelical

Society, one of the three associations out of which the American and

Foreign Christian Union was formed. And although that mission is

now, and has been for seven or eight years, under the direction of

another organization, and is denominational in its character, the

Board rejoice at every indication of its prosperity.

The spread of the Truth in Canada, among the French Eomanists,

during the last twenty years, has been highly encouraging, and must

one day exert a most happy influence on a country whose interests

are every year becoming more and more intimately connected w4th

those of our own. Indeed, even now we see from time to time manifest

proofs that the spread of the Gospel among the French population

of Canada is exerting a good influence among the tens of thousands
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of those people who have come over into our country—especially

into the States of Yermont, New-York, and Michigan.

H A YTI.

The Board regret to say that the only Missionary whom they now
support in Hayti, or St. Domingo, is the Rev. Arthur "Waring. This

brother has continued to labor at Dou Don, in the interior of the is-

land, at the distance of nearly 100 miles from Port-au-Prince, the

Capital of the "Western or French end. Mr. "Waring has been ex-

ceedingly regular in sending full reports of his labors to the Board.

There is abundant reason to believe that his labors have been much

blessed, and that not a few souls have been brought to the know-

ledge of the Saviour through his instrumentality. At the date of

our last Report Mr. "\Yaring was encountering much opposition. For

months his house was surrounded by a guard ; still the people were

permitted to come to the chapel, adjoining his house, and hear the

Gospel, not only on the Sabbath but during the week. "Within the

last three months, his enemies, the Romish clergy, have prevailed on

the Government to close the chapel, and forbid his public labors.

This does not prevent him from prosecuting the work from house to

house, but under many disadvantages. As Mr. Waring is a citizen

of the United States by birth, the Board have felt it to be their

duty to invoke for him the protection of our Government, by a me-

morial addressed to President Pierce ;
nor can they doubt that it will

receive favorable attention and secure a proper result.

SOUTH AMERICA.
Just before the last annual meeting, the Rev. J. C. Fletcher, the

Society's Missionary for several years at Rio de Janeiro, was com-

pelled to return to the United States by the state of Mrs. F's health.

His place at Rio has not yet been supplied.

The Rev. M. A. "Williams still pursues his labors at Yalparaiso,

where he has an interesting school for native youth, and is much
respected by all who know him.

A Missionary has just been appointed for Bogota, the capital of

New Granada, who, we trust, will reach that important post in a

few weeks.

The Rev. Ramon Monsalvatg^, who was in the service of the So«

ciety at the epoch of our last annual meeting, and for months after-

wards, as he had been for several years before in that of the Foreign
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I
Evangelical Society, and in that of the Evangelical Society of

\ Geneva at a still earlier day, was sent in the winter by the Ame-

j rican Bible Society to the Eepublic of Venezuela, where he is

j
now prosecuting successfully the work of distributing the Sacred

I

Scriptures.

When they think how little our churches have yet done for South

\ America, and how widely the door has been opening in New Gra-

< riada, Brazil, Venezuela, and the Valley of the La Plata, the Board

I

cannot but think that this Society and other associations of the same

I

nature are called on to come up promptly to the performance ofa work

i
of which they should have taken hold in earnest long ago. Surely the

;|
churches of Korth America ought to feel a deep interest in the spread

of the true Gospel, which has made these United States what they

are, in South America, as well as in Mexico and Central America.

EUROPE.
i The Board would now call the attention of the- Society to their

operations in the Old World.

S\^EDEN.
\ The Board have continued to support their two excellent Mis-

> sionaries, Messrs. Eosenius and Ahnfelt in Sweden, although it is

I

not a Papal country. These humble and devoted servants of Christ

I

are not laboring in vain. The former bestows most of his time upon

I the work in Stockholm, holding several meetings every week in dif-

I
ferent parts of the city, and editing two monthly publications ; the

\ latter pursues, amid many trials as well as rejoicings, his humble

I

work of exhortation and prayer in the interior portions of the

\ kingdom. It is with pleasure, that the Board have to state that the

resuscitation of the doctrine of the Gospel is going on in Sweden, as

I

well as in the other Scandinavian countries.

BELQIUM.

j

During the last year the Board were able to support four Mis-

j
sionaries—two ordained ministers, one evangelist, and one school-

S master—in the kingdom of Belgium. In that small but populous

i country—one of the most thoroughly Roman Catholic countries in

I the world—the door is fully open, so far as man can open it, for the

I
spread of the Gospel. The government gives protection to all con-

\
sciences, and all forms of Christian effort, and of religious faith and

I

worship, with an equal hand. And the truth is happily gaining a
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foot-hold in almost all tlie cliief cities of the kingdom, as well as in

many of the boroughs and villages.

FRANCE.

To France the Board were able to remit only $3,500 last year

;

$1000 to the " Central Evangelical Society," and $2,500 to the Evan-

gelical Society of France." These sums were sufficient to support 18

or 20 missionaries, and were judiciously expended, we have reason

to believe, by the excellent Societies on the ground to which they

were sent, both of which have their centres of operation at Paris.

The details of the work in France which the Board have received

from time to time from both these organizations, and which have

been spread before the Society in the pages of its Periodical, have

been in the highest degree interesting. The Board are happy to say

that according to the most recent advices from their friends in France,

the government is relaxing more and more its rigor in relation to the

missionaries of the Societies which have just been named, and to

which aid has been sent from the Board. By means of the memo-
rials which have been sent to the Emperor by the committees of

those Societies, as well as by the deputations which have carried

those memorials to the throne, his Imperial Majesty has been made
acquainted with the true state of things, and has been led to express

in words and by deeds, sentiments entirely favorable to religious

liberty. And although all opposition on the part of the priests and

the local authorities had not actually ceased at the date of the last

letters received, it is certain that the greater part of the chapels and

schools which had been closed have been opened again. This is a

fact which calls for devout thanksgiving to Almighty God.

Amid all the trials and discouragements under which the friends

of the Gospel in France have been called to prosecute the work of

God in France, it is cheering to learn that their labors have not been

in vain. Probably in no year has there been a larger amount of

spiritual blessing, and real success, than in the last. There has been

less of outward show, but much more of silent and heartfelt work.

The good "seed of the Kingdom " has fallen into ground prepared

by adversity for its reception. Its germination has been hastened,

and its early growth strengthened, b}^ the tears and prayers of those

who sowed in faith as well as in sorrow, and whose hopes have not

been disappointed. Partial famine, and now the distressing calamities

of a war that has within the last twelve months cost France the loss
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of thousands of her children, have combined to make many a heart,

in its bereavement and wretchedness, turn away from earth as a

source of happiness to the Heaven which the Bible sets before us.

Although the Board have not been able to give any aid to the

Evangelical Society of Geneva, they are far from being indifferent to

a Society with which they have had such friendly relations in years

past, and they rejoice to say that that Society, as well as those of

Paris, of which notice has just been taken, holds on its \^ay, and is

evidently doing a great work in France, where it has many laborers,

as well as in the City of Geneva, where it has a theological school, at

the head of which stand Dr. Merle D'Aubigne, Gaussen, Pilet,

La Harpe—names which are an honor not only to the " City of Cal-

vin," but to Christendom entire.

ITALY.

The Board voted and sent during the last year the sum of $1000

to the Table of the Waldenses, for the prosecution of the good work

in Piedmont. This sum will enable them to employ, it is believed, at

least five missionaries.

The Board have much pleasure in stating that they have reason

j

to believe that the Truth is making steady and even rapid progress

i ^n the portion of the kingdom just named. In Turin, Pignerol, Ge-

noa, Nice, Casale, Favale, and many other places, it is gaining a foot-

\ hold, in some of them a very strong one. The government nobly

\ protects all in their rights of conscience and of public worship, and

j
this amid trials such as few governments in our day have been called

j
to endure. Eome has opposed the liberal course of that government

I
at every turn. And very recently the Pope has given a threatening

I
intimation that the entire kingdom shall be laid under sentence of

excommunication if the confiscation of the property of the Monastic

establishments be decreed by the government. As that measure has

probably been accomplished, we may soon expect to hear that a bull

from the Vatican has been pronounced against the king and people of

Sardinia.

The Board are happy to state that the Waldensian churches are

i;
prosecuting their work with vigor. It is expected that at the meet-

ing of their Synod, appointed for the present month, measures will

: be completed for "opening their Theological Seminary at La Tour
next autumn. The endowment of that Institution has been provided

for in this country, as well as the erection of the church at PigneroL
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The college, academies and schools of this martyr-people, the Board

are happy to say, are in a flourishing state, and promise to be foun-

tains of living waters for the kingdom of Sardinia, where the fields

are white unto the harvest"

THE AMERICAN CHAPEL AT ROME.
The Kev. Charles W. Baird having been compelled by the state

of his health to return to this country last summer, the Kev. Edward
D. Gr. Prime was appointed by the Board to take his place as chap-

lain at Eome. Mr. Prime reached the city of Kome in November^

and opened the Chapel. The Board are happy to state that the ser-

vices, held twice every Sabbath, are well attended by American and

English Christians, who show their interest in this enterprise not only

by attending the public services, but by contributing liberally to its

support. It is the prayer of the Board that this Chapel will be a

great blessing to many of our countrymen who from time to time

visit the Capital of the Eoman Catholic world, as well as an occasion

of inquiry and of interest to the inhabitants of that city, where su-

perstition and formalism and infidelity have so long usurped the

place of a primitive Christianity. The Board feel under great obli-

gations to the Hon. Lewis Cass, Jun., the American Minister at Kome,

for the interest which he has taken in the Chapel and the protection

which he has extended tp it ; and they would express their sympathy

for him in the great affliction which it has pleased God to call him

recently to endure.

It may not be improper to mention in this connection that shortly

after the last annual meeting of the Society, the Kev. George H. Has-

tings, who was the first Chaplain whom the Board employed at Kome^

and who conducted its services for three years, ended his days on

earth, in a most happy and even triumphant manner, in the South,

whither he had gone on account of his long declining health,

MISSIONARY AT CONSTANTINOPLE.
The Board appointed the Rev, Mr. Dudas, a converted Hungarian

priest, to labor one year among the Hungarians, Poles, and others of

the Romish faith, who have in large numbers taken refuge in that

city and the adjacent region. Mr. Dudas has labored under the su-

pervision of the missionaries of the A.merican Board, and made his

reports in the Latin language.

IRELAND.
The Board have continued the Mission in Ii'eland, under the di-
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rection of the Eev. Alexander King, who has been aided the last

year by two assistants, and for a short time by two others. The Board

have been induced to enlarge the mission in Ireland, from the deep

conviction which they feel of the importance of the work in that

island, which sustains such important relations to our own country.

They are pleased to be able to state that the work in Ireland, under

the labors of now a large corps of missionaries, of several classes,

and employed by the organizations of several denominations of British

Christians, is crowned with greater measures of success from year to

year. The converts from Romanism to Protestantism in that island

are no longer counted by thousands, but by tens of thousands. It is

the prayer of the Board that the work may advance still more rapidly,

spread into all parts of it, and fill all the dark places in it with the

light and glory of a true Christianity.

CONCLUSION.
Such is a brief summary of the operations of the Society during

the year which has passed, and a general survey of the fields to

which they have extended. The Board feel, -in bringing this Report

to a close, that they have great reason for thankfulness for God's

goodness to them daring another year. And, whilst they know that

they have great reason for humiliation and sorrow in view of the fact

that they have been but unprofitable servants and stewards, yet they

cannot but rejoice that they have been accounted worthy to do some

thing in the important department of Christian effort to which the

Saviour has called them. They deeply deplore that it has not been

in their power to do more to meet the urgent calls for assistance

which have been addressed to them from so many quarters. As al-

moners of the churches, they could do no more than endeavor to

make a proper use of the means placed at their disposal. This they

have endeavored to do, according to such lights as they have had.

They are convinced that the times demand greatly increased efforts

;
on the part of the friends of the Gospel in this department of mis-

sionary effort. The Papal world is becoming more and more accessi-

i ble to the truth ; the barriers of ages are giving way, and this in

j
countries where it was least of all expected

;
many souls, fatigued

: and unsatisfied by the vain attempt to find true peace and happiness

in formal services, are ready to welcome the Gospel which reveals

Emmanuel, " God with us ;" and God is granting His abundant bene-

diction where proper efforts are made in the spirit of humble and
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heart-felt reliance on the Holy Ghost, who alone can enlighten and

renew the hearts of men.

On the other hand, Satan, as if aware that " his time is short,"

redoubles all his efforts. Open and violent opposition and even crnel

persecution are resorted to where they can be wielded, and '^all de-

ceivableness of unrighteousness,^ when it is found to be easier to

subvert than to oppose openly. In some countries the most marked

progress in spiritual life is seen side by side with the most deplorable

departure from the doctrines of the Apostles and Eeformers. In

some Protestant countries, and in all Papal ones, Infidelity, either

secret or open, is advancing the banefal fruit of the excessive devotion

to material interests in the present day. IS'evertheless, truth is also ad-

vancing ; nor can we, with the promises and prophecies of the Word
of God before our eyes, doubt that victory will certainly be hers,

whatever may be the vicissitudes through which her pathway may
lie. The world is fast rolling onward to wonderful scenes. The times

are serious and even ominous. God is arising to shake terribly the

nations. Great changes are drawing near. A grand work of pre-

paration is going on in'the world. It is our sweet privilege to labor

in faith and hope, knowing that the day will come when the Spirit

shall be poured out from on high,'' and " nations shall be born in a

day."

SUCCESSOR TO THE REV. DR. BAIRD.

In another part of this number we have noticed the resignation of

the Rev. Dr. Baird, and his retirement from the service of the Society,

as the Secretary for the Foreign Department, at the close of the exer-

cises of the Anniversary on the 8th of May. In view of this event,

which had been mutually agreed on, in the month of January last the

attention of the Board was given to finding gome suitable person to

fill the place about to be made vacant, and they were early led to

look to the Rev. A. "W. McClure, D. D. whose literary attainments,

business habits, thorough acquaintance with the whole Papal system,

large experience in labors connected with the religious press, and deep

interest in the objects of the Society, eminently qualify him for the

duties of the Secretaryship. The Board are happy to be able to an-

nounce to their readers and to the christian community, that they
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have succeeded in obtaining the services of Dr. McClure—that at the

meeting of the Society held at the close of the Anniversary just past,

he was unanimously elected to fill the vacancy, and has entered upon

the duties of the office. Dr. McClure will have charge of the corres-

pondence, the missions, the agencies to and from Papal countries,

connected with the objects of the Society, and of whatever relates to

the service in the Foreign Department. He will also take part with

the Home Secretary in conducting the monthly magazine, and in edit-

ing the various publications of the Board. The Board cordially com-

mend him to the confidence, and ask for him the prayers, sympathies,

and co-operation of the friends of the cause, that the work of the

Society in the Papal countries of Europe, and also of South America,

and wherever their missions are established, where the people are

perishing under the influence of "the man of Sin," maybe carried

forward with greatly augmented power. More, vastly more, should

be done for those countries than has yet been attempted. Shall it not

be done ?

All letters and communications relating to the foreign field should

be addressed to him, at the office of the Society, No. 156 Chambers-

street, New-York.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION-

There are many in the Romish communion who seem disposed to

deny the power of the Pope to define and impose this new article of

faith, as to the freedom of the Virgin Mary fix)m all taint of original

sin. France hesitates to allow the publication of the Bull announcing

the dogma, M. Cormenin is preparing for the Council of State a re-

port of State against it
;
and, according to the Concordat^ or treaty be-

tween the Popes and Napoleon I, the consent of the Council is indis.

peosable. To allow the Pope the power he claims in this instance

would be to sacrifice the long settled policy of the Galilean Church

and sovereignty. Austria has forbidden the Bull in Lombardy, and

has even interdicted the clergy from preaching on the subject. In

Tuscany, the Dominicans have protested vehemently against the edict,

as their order ever has opposed the dogma ; and their chief, we^ are

told, has been thrown into prison under a warrant from the Archbi-

shop. Things look squally, as sailors say; and Rome is in danger

from adding this big sail to her trim.
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THE DOUAY BIBLE.

The English translation known under this name is the only ver-

sion in the language authorized, to any extent, by the Church of

Kome for common use. Yet even this may not be read by the laity,

according to the canons of Trent, except under the direction of a spi-

ritual superior, and under a moral obligation to understand what is

read in no other sense than that apostate church assigns to the text,

and expresses in the numerous notes and comments invariably print-

ed with this version. The traDslation itself is not so inaccurate, but

that friends of the Bible, both in England and in this country, have

repeatedly offered to print it for free circulation, without the notes
^
pro-

vided the Eomish ecclesiastics would authorize its use among their

people. This offer has always been promptly rejected. And the re-

jection shows that the hostility of the priests is not so much against

the version issued under King James's commission, as against the na-

ked text in any form. They dare not let the lion out of his cage, un-

less they can muzzle his mouth, and muffle his claws, and hold him

in a chain, and watch his motions with anxious jealousy. If the pure

and unmixed word of God is so very dangerous to the souls of men,

is it not strange that he should have spoken it, first to the Jews, and

afterwards to the Greeks, in their own tongue wherein they were

born ? "Why did he trust those nations with the Bible in their ver-

nacular speech, instead of revealing it in some antiquated dialect

which could only be made intelligible by means of the learned para-

phrase of a corporation of priestly expositors ? Surely the common
people in those days were not more intelligent, or more fit in any res-

pect to be trusted with the sacred Word, than are the ''simple faith-

ful " at the present day.

The Douay version is thought to follow somewhat closely that of

old Miles Coverdale, printed in 1535, and one of the six which King

James instructed his translators to follow as nearly as might be. The

Douay Bible^ as to its doctrinal import, hardly varies at all from the

common version ; the principal difference being in the use of the word
" penance" where the Greek original requires the word " repentance."

Coverdale makes the same mistranslations, probably misled by the

ambiguity of the word pcenitentia in the Latin vulgate, to whose au-

thortties he greatly deferred, though he was a staunch old Protestant.

The inferiority of the Douay version lies chiefly in its choice of

terms. It uses a multitude of un-English words, transferred from the
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vulgate, and necessarily unintelligible to the ordinary English reader. I

It abounds in such words as azymes, holocaust^ &c. Take an example (

cited by Trench, from Gal. v. 19-22, where the Douay Bible, which <

is the translation of a translation, being made from the Latin vulgate, I

uses the terms impudicity^ ehrielies^ commessations^ longanimity^ where \

the common version has wantonness^ drunkenness^ revelings^ long-suffer-
\

ing. Or take Heb. xiii. 16: " To do good and to communicate forget
:

not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased." Here the Douay :

Bible reads, " Beneficence and communication do not forget, for with

such hosts God is promerited." Such Latinistic lingo reminds one

of the complaint made by a poor and pious woman of the high-flower

diction of her minister, " He holds the hay so high that the poor sheep i

cannot reach it." Or as Cowper expresses it,
;

"The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed."

And, as if to make the rack still higher, the Douay book is sold at
:

such a price as to place it beyond the means of the poor. The writer

of this once went into a Romanist bookstore, abounding in cheap pub-

lications, full of litanies to the Virgin, and other idolatrous matter.

This firm had also published a splendid edition of the Douay Bible J I

but the cheapest copy in the store was offered us at fourteen dollars!

It takes such wealthy prelates as John Hughes, with his seventy-seven
5

New-York lots, to purchase such costly volumes. Outside pressure,

however, has brought out a cheaper edition, from which some of the \

more scandalous of the Rhenish notes are omitted. \

H<5w rich a blessing to the Protestant communities their cheap and I

accurate Bibles have been 1 The more they are read, the more are
j

they valued; and the low pricing"" of them has caused them to be
]

^'more highly prized." Their abundance is the chief treasure of the

lands where they are found.

THE PRELATE AND THE SENATOR.

Dr. Hughes, the Pope's " care-taker '' in these regions of the earth

I

for some years past, has had some reputation for shrewdness and

I

priestcraft. This reputation, poor as it was, he has nearly perfected

;
by his indiscreet and tricky policy in attempting to meet the facts

:; alledged by Senator Brooks in support of the church-tenure bill lately

I

enacted by the Legislature of New-York. The prodigious mental

j
effort made by the Archbishop^ while at Rome, in helping the Pope
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to " define the dogma" of the Immaculate Conception, seems to have
" cracked the skin of his brain." When he got home from that all-

important mission, he found that Mr. Brooks had spoken in the State

Senate of the vast amount of church-property of which John Hughes

was the legal owner, supposed to be worth, at present values, nearly

five millions of dollars. Upon this, the prelate thought fit to show

his Arclmess; and penned a long and jesting letter, professing his

astonishment at finding himself so very rich ; and promising, if the

Senator would find the property for him, to build and endow a public

library, in New-York, at an expense of two millions, to be called

the Erastus Brooks' Library.

A long correspondence has since ensued. The Senator has pro-

duced a list of deeds, duly recorded, vesting a large amount of real

estate in the arch-prelate, with such comments as were requisite to

show that they, as far as they went, sustained the position he had

taken, and expressed with great dignity and self-respect. They have

driven his adversary into very close corners, out of which he has

sought to escape under the most transparent subterfuges.

The prelatic replies are vei\omous and vituperative in the highest

degree. At one stage of the discussion, the mitred controvertist

takes up his tormentor, as Uncle Toby did the fly, though not accost-

ing him in so gentle terms, and throws him out of the window. But

as the Bishop claims to be too poor to live in a house of his own, it

is likely the windows are not kept in good repair. The " Avretched

and vile insect " is soon in his ear, buzzing and stinging worse than

ever. The distracted dignitary then made an " appeal to the public,"

craving a "suspension of public opinion" for ten days, when he

would be fully prepared to prove the falsehood of Mr. Brooks' state-

ments. Meanwhile the latter published another " awful disclosure
"

of the shocking trade driven by the Archbishop as a funeral under-

iaker, and speculator in graves and the mouldering flesh of the de-

ceased sheep of his flock.

At the expiration of twelve days Bishop Hughes comes out with

his threatened document, which, in the first place, concedes about all

that the Hon. Senator ever intended to maintain ; and then strives to

confute the whole by making a grand flourish with a paper drawn up
by two respectable lawyers, which, however, but slightly changes the

complexion of the facts.

The simple question is this; Is Bishop Hughes the legal owner oi

the piopei^y now standing in his name on the records ? His various
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quibbles are notbing to tbe purpose. Sometimes be says be owns

it, not as plain Jobn Hugbes, but as Arcbbisbop
;
just as be dis-

tinguisbes between tbat "man of falsebood," Erastus Brooks, and tbe

bonorable senator wbose veracity could not be impeacbed witboul

disrespect to tbe Empire State. Sometimes be says tbat tbe property

belongs to God, and tbat be, poor man, does not even own tbe furni-

ture of tbe bouse be bves in,—ludicrously affecting to be like one

wbo bad not " wbere to lay bis bead :"—and yet be sells and mort-

gages God's property all tbe same as if it were Mr. J. Hugbes' estate.

Sometimes be makes a great outcry of falsebood against Mr. Brooks,

because one deed does not convey a title in fee, but only gives bim a

lease for nine bundred and ninety years at tbe rent of one cent per

annum. At anotber time be calls Mr. Brooks a wilful deceiver for

speaking of a certain sale as made by a trustee^ wben in fact it was

done by an assignee^ as tbougb an assignee were not a trustee for tbe

creditors for wbose benefit tbe assignment is made.

Sucb are some of tbe miserable sbifts resorted to by tbe Arcb-

bisbop to evade tbe force of tbe facts, wbicb go to sbow tbe danger of

suffering tbe bierarcby of bis cburcb to accumulate landed estate in

tbis country, as tbey bave ever done in Europe, to tbe impoverisb-

ment and enslavement of tbe people.

Bisbop Hugbes bas lost all credit in tbis controversy for trutbful-

ness and common sense. But Senator Brooks bas not done witb bim
yet! And we leave bim for tbe present in tbose terrible bands, wbere

be will probably remain for some time to come. Tbe Senator, like a

son of Apollo, is making loud music, tbougb none of tbe sweetest,

" While he strikes the souudiDg lyre !"

But tbe prelate, more like a son of Apollyon, burls only fiery darts
;

wbicb, rebounding from tbe sliield of trutb, fall back upon bis own
bead.

A SCOTCH PHESBYTERIAN FUNERAL IN GENOA.

I have just (30th December, 1854) returned from attending the funeral

of B O , a recent convert fi-om the Romish Church. A few months

ago she might have been seen, along with her mother, violently thrusting

the colporteur from her miserable dwelling, in one of the most wretched

parts of the town, for even attempting to sell a copy of the Scriptures. If
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he did not succeed in selling, he ultimately prevailed upon her to accept a

New Testament, and

The hoary traveler went his way; " And she hath gone to the Vaudois vale,

But the gift he left behind By lordly feet untrod ;

Hath had its pure and perfect work Where the poor and needy of earth are rich

On that poor-bom maiden's mind. In the perfect love of God."

It is not the history of that humble convert that now interests us so much,

though, doubtless, she has her history too. For twenty long years, through

means of rosaries and fanciful portraits of Mary and her babe, and disgust-

ing images of the ^' Man of Sorrows " nailed to a cross of wood, in fear

and trembling she worshipped she knew not what. She sinned, and before

the small brazen perforated lattice of a confessional-box she kneeled, and

through it whispered, so far as she could remember, all her sins—every one

—^into the ear of a crowTi-shaven priest, who received them into his own

black heart, to burden it the more, if that were possible. And again she

sinned, and oft returned to the same confessional pool to be, as she thought,

cleansed from all her filthiness, but as she afterwards experienced, to wallow

deeper in the mire. But it was not to be always so with her. It pleased

God that, through the study of that New Testament, she should be led to

the fountain opened for sin and all uncleanness : and be washed there. After

a lingering illness, she died of consumption in the Vaudois Hospital, where

she enjoyed the kind and untiring ministrations of the devoted Mons, Gey-

monat, in whose presence she entered the dark valley of the shadow of death,

fearing no evil ; for she believed that Jesus would never leave her, but pre-

sent her faultless before the presence of his Father, and introduce her to

*' the general assembly and church of the lirst-born, to sing the song of Mo-

ses and of the Lamb." But, as we have already hinted, it is not the life and

death of the convert, that now strikes us so much, as the funeral of the con-

vert. For a long time past our eyes have been familiar with funeral pro-

cessions, consisting of companies of ghastly-looking mortals, enveloped fi'om

head to foot in long black bombazeen gowns, some bearing wooden crosses,

and others long tallow candles blazing before them ; and all bellowing, as

from the lowest depths of their being, a certain chaunt to the Virgin, which,

whether she understand or not, certainly no mortal on earth does. But the

funeral procession of this convert was plain and simple ;—ra Scotch Presby-

terian funeral in Genoa, and the first one, too, if not the first in Italy. It

was interesting to observe, as we marched slowly through the streets to the

Staglieno cemetery, the different expressions of the different people who
formed themselves into little groups, to ask each other, " What is that f *

The procession was so simple, and unlike anything they had ever seen be-

fore, that they appeared to be at a loss to divine what it was. Outside the
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gates of the city the peasant occasionally lifted his " wide awake " from his

head, but generally replaced it so hastily, and in such a way, as to leave on

us the impression that he instinctively discovered, that he had sinned in

ignorance. Arriving at the cemetery, we marched right through it until

we reached a very small corner of ground entirely separated from the Popish

burying-place by double walls, and in that little Machpelah the Vaudois

bury their dead. The middle wall of partition between Papist and Pro-

testant has been greatly lowered, but not yet broken doAvn. But this day's

public demonstration is a step, and a great step too, in the right direction.

A very short time ago no such thing would have been allowed. Had it been

attempted, priests and people would have risen en masse and dispersed the

little company of Protestant mourners. To-day, curious indifference, rather

than any desire to suppress the onward movement, filled the minds of

Popish spectators.

CARACCAS.

Last winter, Rev. Ramon Monsalvatge, formerly a Spanish monk,

but now an American Presbyterian minister, was sent to Venezuela

as an agent of the American Bible Society. He visited La Guayra,

Valencia, Puerto Caballo, Caraccas, and other places ; and before he

left the republic, whence he has recently returned to New-York, he

sold all the books he had taken with him, viz. three hundred Bibles,

a thousand Testaments, and some other religious publications. Most

of these were gladly received, though three of the Testaments were

committed to the flames by those truculent priests who, when they

cannot burn the men who bear the image of Grod, content themselves

with burning the book which reveals His will for our salvation.

On the 4th of February Mr. Monsalvatge was excommunicated

by a brief from the Archbishop, read in all the churches of Vene-

zuela, and warning the people against receiving his books. After this

he was exposed to frequent insults ; but also met with many friendly

supporters. On the two days following his excommunication, he held

a long dispute with three Capuchin monks, in the presence of sixty or

seventy respectable men. One gentleman, a distinguished Venezuelan

statesman, and well known in diplomatic circles in Europe, near the

close of the debate, inflicted a very severe reprimand upon the angry

monks for insulting the stranger, and thus bringing discredit upon the

country. He also energetically declared that the Protestant was in
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the right. Mr. Monsalvatge also received much kindness and support

from several foreigners of distinction, some of whom hold, or have

held, important diplomatic positions in that country.

On the 28th of February, Mr. M. was invited to attend a meeting

of Germans resident at Caraccas, where he gave an account of the ex-

ertions made by Protestant Christians in the United States for the

spread of the Gospel. After his remarks, which were listened to with

much interest, a paper was presented for signatures, inviting the chris-

tian public in the United States to aid them in erecting a convenient

church, and supporting an evangelical minister. Nearly three hundred

foreigners, and about forty Yenezuelans, signed this application. Ee-

ligious freedom is secured by the liberal constitution of the republic,

and by foreign treaties. The government favors this liberal course,

finding that it brings into Yenezuela the industrious Germans, and

other enterprising foreigners, to the great benefit of the country.

BOWING DOWN IN THE HOUSE OF RIMMON.

Among the mighty men who met o^" late at Vienna to negociate

peace, if possible, between Russia and the Allies of Turkey, not the

least distinguished was Lord John Russell. By the English papers, it

appears that on Easter Sunday, his Lordship, forsaking the accom-

modations which had been provided for him at the Chapel of the

British Embassage, attended with his family and suite at High Mass,

celebrated with great clerical and orchestral pomp in the Augustine

Church. Here he and his retinue occupied a most conspicuous place

withia the chancel, where every eye in the densely crowded church

was watching their deportment. His Lordship knelt at the adoration

of the wafer-god, the "cake-idol," and crossed himself most devoutly.

It is remarked that Lord Westmoreland, the resident Ambassador,

was deeply disgusted at this behavior, as were many other English-

men at Vienna. It is also rumored, that Lord John Russell has be-

come a "pervert ;" and is ripe for the sweet privilege of kissing the

Pope's toe at the first convenient opportunity. This is not at all im-

probable
;

for, as the old Puritan, John Norton, sententiously said,

your loose Protestant is just fit to make a strict Papist."
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WILL OF A ROMISH PRIEST.

The Hartford Times has published a copy of the will of the priest

Brady, whose removal from his church in that city, with his speedy

death, and his turbulent funeral obsequies, occasioned so much ex-

citement of his flock against their Bishop. It appears that the de-

ceased was not quite so poor as some of the prelates pretend them-

selves to be. The residue of the estate is left to purchase masses

for the repose of poor Brady's soul. Masses are sold at a regular

rate. "What a chance for rich sinners! The gospel, in its primitive

days, reserved its best blessings for the poor. "How hardly shall

they that have riches, enter into the kingdom of heaven." But since

masses for the dead were invented, and the trade in masses became

an established traffic, the case is changed. The impoverished sinner,

who hath not wherewithal to pay for his soul's release, must suffer the

fall penalty of purgatorial fire. But the wealthy sinner, who has

rolled in sin and luxury all his days, may make a speedy end of his

purgation, if he only leave enough of his property to pay the clergy

for their charitable efforts to relieve him. As Dryden sarcastically says,

"There is no Dives in the Roman hell."

Father Brady's will is to the following effect. Among a number

of nephews, nieces, and housekeepers, remembered by him, he leaves

to one nephew $3,000, to one niece $2,000, to Catholic objects $6,000,

to three sisters $600 among them ; and the residue of his estate to

purchase masses to be said for the repose of his soul ! What a com-

fortless religion is that which promises only purgatorial fires, from

which an eventual escape is to be purchased by money ! Certainly^

if it be tolerable to a rich priest, it is not very encouraging to the

poor, who cannot buy masses.

ORDINATION.

Mr. Yarnum D. Collins, a graduate of the Union Theological Sem-

inary, and under appointment of the Board of Directors of the Ame-
rican and Foreign Christian Union as a Missionary to South America,

J
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! was ordained, Thursday, May 17tli, by the Third Presbytery of New-
York, in the Houston-street Church. The introductory services were

performed by Eev. Mr. Smith, pastor of the church, who presided on

S the occasion. The sermon was delivered by Eev. Washington Eoose-

velt, from the text, Zach. iv. 6, " JSTot by might, nor by power, but by

j
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."

I

The circumstances attending the declaration of the text were stated as

I
being of a temporal character, and pertaining to the erection of a temporal

i church. But this language, it was urged, had a wider range. The same

{ declaration held true in spiritual matters. Nothing was achieved in the

i advancement of the work of divine grace by the might and power of man

I
alone. No kingly edicts—no measures, indeed, however planned, unless ac-

I

companied by the sa\ang influence of the Holy Spirit, could serve to build

' up God's kingdom on earth. It was true God made use of human instru-

\ mentalities, but they were but the means to the end.

I This, however, it was further urged, far from operating as an incentive

I

to idleness in God's vipeyard, was an inducement to greater diligence. None

\ the less was responsibility enjoined upon the Christian to work with all his

I

power and might in saving souls. Thus it was (the reverend speaker de-

5 clarcd, in conclusion) with the work of missions. The heathen, God had

5 declared, should become his inheritance, but their conversion was to be ef-

> fected through the labors of man. Allusion was made to their brother,

who was to be consecrated as one of the humble instruments in the holy

cause of the world's regeneration. In setting himself thus apart, he was

1^

only showing his faith in the text—"Not by might, nor by power, but by

my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."

At the close of the discourse, which was thoroughly evangelical,

and very impressively delivered, the constitutional questions were

proposed by the Moderator. The ordaining prayer was made by Eev.

^Dr. Eairchild, Home Secretary of the Union, assisted by the mem-
bers of the Presbytery in the laying on of hands. The charge to the

young evangelist was given by Eev. Dr. McClure, Foreign Secretary

of the Union, this being his first public act in that capacity. The Se-

cretaries took part in these services by invitation from the Presbytery.

After a closing prayer, the audience was dismissed with the apostolic

benediction by the newly ordained evangelist. Mr. Collins will sail

for his destined field of duty, Eio Janeiro, at an early day. There is

a prospect of a *'wide and effectual door" being opened before him
;

though, like the apostle, he may have occasion to report that " there

are many adversaries." We have great hopes from his wisdopi and
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piety. May God be with him, and make him a lover and winner of

Bouls ! There is need of many such where he is going, a region in

which Popery is largely yielding its usual two-fold fruits, superstition

with infidelity growing side by side upon its stock.
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